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THE

HINDOO MYTHOLOGY

BOOK IL

OF THE TEMPLES, IMAGES, PRIESTS, AND CERE-
MONIES OF THE HINDOOS.

————

CHAP. 1.

OF THE TEMPLES.

THE Hindoo temples in Bengal, though different in
shape, are nearly of the same description of architecture:
they are very inferior, it is true, to the sacred edifices in
Europe ; but some of these buildings are in a better style
than might have been expected from a people so little ad-
vanced in the arts.

D . camnd

SECT. 1.—Of different Kinds of Temples.

The Muindiru?, dedicated to the lingli, is a double-roofed
Gothic building, the body square, but the upper part short.

a Miindirit means any edifice of brick or stone ; but custom has appro.
priated it almost exclusively to the temples of the lingi.
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2 THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY.

and tapering to a point. It contains one, two, three, or
more rodms, about three cubits by four, with a porch in
front for spectators. The centre room contains the lingi;
in the others are placed the utensils for worship, the offer-
ings, &c.—Small square temples for the lingl, with flat
roofs, are erected in rows facing the houses of rich men, or
before a college, a consecrated pool of water, another tem-
ple, or a flight of steps descending into the river. Similar
temples in honour of Giinéshui are to be seen in some
places. Very small temples like the Miindirid, only three
or five cubits high, and containing a lingli about a foot in
height, have been erected at Benares.

The Déoolic® temples, sacred to Juginnat’hi, rise from
the foundation in a gradual slope like a sugar loaf, with an
iron image of Giroori on the pinnacle. These temples,
made of brick, are ascended by a flight of steps, and contain
only one room.

The Piinchii-riitnii temple has two or three rooms, and
a single-arched roof, with a large pinnacle or turret on the
dome, and a smaller one on each corner. It is dedicated,
to the different forms of Vishnoo, ,as Radha-bﬁllﬁbhﬁ,
Gopal, Miidunt-mohtunt, Govindhii, &c. The temple
called Nuwvii-rutni?, dedicated also to the various forms of
Vishnoo, has a double roof like the Mundiri, with a small
turret on each corner of the lower roofs, and on the upper
one a larger turret to crown the dome. It contains four or
five rooms. At Ugrii-dwéepl, the temple of Gopéeé-nat’hiy
has different houses attached to it; one for cooking, an-

b Corrupted from dévalayl, i, ¢. dévit, a god, alitytt, a house.
< Having five turrets.

4 Having nine turrets,
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THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY. 3

other for the utensils used in worship ; another is a store-
house for the offerings,’and two_others are open rooms for
the accommodation of visitors and devotees.

The Fishnoo-mindiru, having one room, with a portico
in front, is a flat-roofed building, erected either within or
without the wall which incloses a Hindoo house, or at a
little distance from the owner’s house; and sometimes by
the side of the Ganges, when the person’s house is near the
river. A few temples may be seen, having three rooms;
one of which is the god’s hall of audience, another his din-
ing room, and the third his room for sleeping.

Another kind of temple, with a flat roof, is often erected
by rich Hindoos adjoining to their houses, and called Cln-
déé-maindiipti, and is designed for the image of Doorga or
Kalgé. This is built on four sides, with an area in the mid-
dle. The image is placed at the north end, with its face to
the south ; the two sides, and the north end, in most cases,
contain upper rooms with porticos beneath. The room
which contains the image is about ten cubits long and six-
teen broad : the other rooms are open in front with arched
doorways ; and in these the visitors sit to see the ceremonies
of worship, hear the singing, &ec.

The Yoru-bangala is made like two thatched houses or
bangalas, placed side to side; and has what is called in
England a double-pitched roof, generally covered with tiles
or bricks. The front is open without doors. These tem-
ples are dedicated to different gods, but are not now fre-
quently built in Bengal.

The Hindoos have another sacred edifice, called Rasu-
mainchil, in which the image of Krishnl is annually placed
B 2
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4 THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY.

and worshipped. This building is octagonal, with eight
turrets at the corners, and a steeple in the centre supported
by pillars ; and consists of one room; open on all sides, and
elevated five or six feet from the ground. On the nights of
the rasii festival the image is brought and placed in this ele-
vated open room, there worshipped, and afterwards carried
back to the temple adjoining to the owner’s house. The
Dolii-miinchii is a similar building, but is sometimes made
larger.

A great number of small clay and thatched buildings are
erected in Bengal, in which the images of Siddhéshwiurég,
Krishnoo, Ramii, &c. are set up. The roofs of these build-
ings are sloping, like the huts of the poor in Europe.

Images of some of the inferior deities are placed under
trees, and these trees become as it were temples for worship.

In some few towns a number of different temples are built
in a square. I once saw a Dévaliyit of this kind at Chan-
chra, in Jessore, which contains twenty-one temples and as
many gods. One thousand acres of ground are attached to
this place; one bramhin performs the ceremonies; six
others cook for these gods; four others gather flowers, and
bring the articles for the daily worship. Nimaee-mulliki,
a goldsmith .of Calcutta, built and endowed this place.
Similar dévaluytis are to be seen at Krishni-nugi-
ra ¢, Gunga-vas, Shivit-nivast, Burhi-nugtrii !, Natoru,
Poonté e, Somra ", Bhoo-koilasi, Goopti-para, and at many.

¢ These belong to Girtéshit-chiindrii, the raja Nuvu-dweepit.

£ This first place is in Moorshiidabadi, and belongs to raja Vislioo-
nat’hii, as does that at Natorit.

¢ This belongs to raja Bhoovini-t'hakoorit.

 This place is the property of Ram-stinkiirii-rayii, a voidyit.
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THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY. 5

other places in Bengal.—Raja Chundrii-rayt, of Patulee, is
said to have built two hundred of these dévaluyls, at each
of which two or three hundred people are daily fed. The
relict of raja Tiluku-chindri, of Burdwan, erected one
hundred and eight temples in one plain, and placed in
them as many images of the lingii ; attaching to them eleven
bramhiins and inferior servants, and endowing the temples
with estates to the amount of the wages of the attendants.

Before many temples is seen a roof, supported by pillars,
under which portions of the shastriis are recited or sung,
and at other times animals for sacrifice slaughtered. In
general, however, the singing and dancing at the festivals
take place under an awning in the open air, near some tem-
ple, or near the person’s house who bears the expense. The
long periods of dry weather in this climate render this prac-
ticable; nor would the heat allow of such large assemblies
meeting in houses, even if buildings sufficiently large could
be constructed. This accounts for the Hindoo temples
being so small in the inside : many of them, especially those
of the lingl, are only large enough to contain the image,
the offerings, the utensils of worship, and the officiating
priests.

Much of the wealth of the Hindoo kings was formerly
expended in building temples, and supporting splendid festi-
vals. At present, those who erect thesc temples in Bengal
are principally the head-servants of Europeans, who appro-
priate part of their gains to these acts of supposed merit i,

The expense of erecting one of these temples, if a single

i The capitol, or temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, was raised in conse-
quence of a vow made by Tarquinius Priscus in the Sabine war.
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6 THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY.

room, amounts to about two hundred roopees; and the
wages and daily offerings to one image are about three
roopees per- month. Some give the bramhiin who officiates
twelve anas, and others a roopee monthly, with his food
and clothes. Sometimes the offerings are given to him, but
in other cases they are presented to the bramhiins of the
village alternately, and the priest has money given him in
their stead. These offerings frequently consist of a pound
of rice, a pint of milk, half an ounce of sugar, and two
plantains. The quantity, however, is not prescribed ; and
other things are added by the wealthy.

SECT. Il.—Ded:ication of Temples.

WaeN a Hindoo has erected a temple, he appoints a
day to dedicate it to some god. The following account of
the dedication of one hundred and eight temples to Shivi,
some years ago, at Talitl, in the district of Burdwan, by
the mother of Téjush-chiindri, the raja of Burdwan, will
give an idea of the manner in which this ceremony is per-
formed.

The foundation of these temples being about to be laid,
a place was dug in the earth about a cubit square, into
which water was poured, and a brick placed in the hole;
after which the worship of the household god, (Vishnoo,)
of Vurooni, and the lingli, was performed. At the close of
the worship, a flower was thrown into the water, the floating
of which to the right was considered as a good omen, and
decided the point that the temple should be raised on that
spot. The following prayer was then addressed to this
brick: ¢ As long as the earth and mountains remain, so long
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THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY. 7

do thou remain immovable.” After the temples were near-
ly finished, any bramhiins and the relztions of the queen
were iuvited, and on an auspicious day the ceremony of
consecration was performed. An altar was raised before
each temple, and four priests chosen for each altar; who,
purifying them, performed the worship of the five godsk,
the nine planets, the ten guardian deities of the earth, and
of Shivii, Vishnoo, and Doorga. To this succeeded the
burnt-sacrifice. One hundred and eight officiating priests
then celebrated the worship of Shivii, while sitting at the
doors of the temples. A person, in the name of the queen,
next made a present to the builder, and hinted to him that
she now wished to cousecrate these temples to Shivii. The
trident of Shivii was next worshipped, and fixed on the
steeple. The princess then, sitting in an inclosure below
the steps of one of the temples, in the presence of one of
the priests and her attendants, devoted these temples to
Shivi, saying, O Shivii! I present to thee these one hun-
dred and eight temples, made of brick: may I be rewarded
with an everlasting residence in heaven.” In making this
offering, a number of minute ceremonies took place. The
princess next sent one of her relatives to perform the wor-
ship of Indrl near a bamboo, bearing a tfident, with a flag
fastened thereto. The same person, after professing to
animate one hundred and eight wooden images of the bull,
worshipped them, gnd placed them in the temples thus
dedicated. A representative of the princess next walked
round the temples.three times :—(the princess herself began
to perform the ceremonies of circumambulation, but being
very corpulent, she resigned it to one of the priests.)—
©One hundred and eight priests, bringing garlands' and the

k Briimba, Vishnoo, Shivit, Giinéshti, and Saoryii.
! At the time of worship the priest always puts upon the image a gar-
land of flowers. This seems to have been practised among other idolaters ;
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8 THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY.

other articles used in worship, now performed the worship
of the lingii in the temples. At the close of these ceremo-
nies, the princess presented a roopee to each of the four
hundred and thirty-two officiating bramhiins, and one hun-
dred and eight roopees to her own privatée priest, who also
obtained the offerings. She also presented twelve kinds of
offerings to Shivii, among which were vessels of gold,
silver, and other metals,, cloths, &c. An entertainment to
the bramhins succeeded, and at length the guests were
dismissed with presents from among the offerings, or in
money, from ten to fifty roopees each bramhiin. One
hundred thousand roopees, it is said, were expended upon
these buildings ™.

The ceremonies are nearly similar to the above when
idols are dedicated and set up in temples; when pools or
trees are congecrated to the public use; when cars are pre-
sented to some god; and when a person is finishing the
ceremonies of a vriitii or vow.

o

SECT. IIl.—Endowment of Temples.

Tue worship in some temples is conducted, and the
offerings supplied, by the family which has erected the
temple; but in others by a hired bramhiin, who receives

for.when the priest of Jupiter came to worship Paul and Barnabas,
(Acts xiv. 13.) he brought oxen and garlands. No doubt the latter were
intended to be put upon the heads or necks of the apostle and his compa-
nion, the persons about to be worshipped.

m Téjlish-chiindrit has since built one hundred and eight temples at
Umbika, and dedicated them to Shivit,
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THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY. 9

monthly wages: the offerings are in general distributed
among the bramhiins of the village.

To a temple particularly celebrated, rich men make grants
of houses, sometimes of whole villages; and of lands, or-
chards, pools, &c. to a large amount; and the produce of
these grants is applied to the uses of the temple,

The temple of Radha-bullibhii at Bullibhi-poord,
about twelve miles north of Czﬂcutta, has been endowed
with lands, houses, &c. to the annual amount of 3,000
roopees, by Raja Nuvi-Krishnii; which is divided among
sixteen families of bramhuns.

The temple of Juginnat’hti at Mihéshii, about the same
distance from Calcutta, has been endowed with lands, &e.
to the annual amount of 1,400 roopees, by Raja Antindi-
Chiindrii-Ray.

The temple of Gopéé-nat’hii at Ugri-dwéépu has been
endowed with lands, &c. to the annual amount of 6 or 7,000
roopees, by Raja Krishnii-Chtindrii-Rayu.

The temple of Juginnat’hti in Orissa has been endowed
by several rich Hindoos: Raja Ram-Krishni-dévii gave
two villages, the rents of which bring in about 4,000 roopees
annually : Nimoo-mulliki of Calcutta gave daily one roo-
Ppee, or 365 annually; and his children continue the dona-
tion. Other rich men make similar annual presents. It is
supposed that not less than 100,000 roopees a year are
drawn from the Hindoos by the bramhiins of this temple.

VOL. II. C
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10 THE HINDOO MYTHOLOGY.

CHAP. IL

OF THE IMAGES.

tin—

Tue images of the Hindoo gods are made either of gold,
silver, quicksilver mixed with the powder of tin, brass, cop-
per, iron, mixed metal®, crystal, stone, wood, or clay®.
The common workmen in gold, silver, brass, &c. make
these images.

The images made of gold are generally those of Doorga,
Lukshmeeg, Radha, Krishnii, and Suriiswiitéé; which are
kept in private houses, and-worshipped daily. These
images must not be less in weight than one tolii°; they are
generally three or four.

The image of Shégtiila is often made of silver, kept in
the house, and worshipped daily. It is as heavy as ten or
twelve roopees.

The images of Shivii only are made of quicksilver and

= Containing, as the Hindoos say, eight ingredients, viz. gold, silver,
tin, copper, iron, zinc, lead, and brass,

° The shastris allow images to be made of no other substances than
these. The image of Shiinee alone is made of iron.

p Three toliis are rather more than one ounce. At Kidderpoori, ad-
joining to Calcutta, is a golden image of Putitii-paviineg, two cubits high.
Near Serampore is a golden image of Jigtdhatrée, about a cubit anda
half high.
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