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THE Hindoo theology founded on the same philosophical notion as that
of the Greeks, that the Divine Spirit is the soul of the world, proved
from the Greek writers, i.—from the Védantii-Sarit, iii.—A system of
austerity founded on this system, v.—Extract from the Shréé-Bhagi-
viitii on this subject, vi.—Account of the ceremony called yogti, by
which the Divine Spirit, dwelling in matter, becomes purified, ex-
tracted from the Patiinjiili’ Dirshiit and the Goriikshii-siinghita, viii.
—No real yogéés to be found at present, ix.—Absurdity of these
opinions and practices, x.—Another class of Hindoos place their hopes
on devotion, ibid.—The great mass of the population adhere to religi-
ous ceremonies, xii.—Conjectures on the origin of the Hindoo Mytho-
logy, xiii.—on images, as originating in moral darkness, and the depra-
vity of men, ibid.—those of the Hindoos not representations of the One
God, xiv.—nor of his perfections, ibid.—nor of human virtues, xv.—
nor of the objects of natural science, ibid.—but in general the inven.
tion of kings, to please the multitude, ibid.—The doctrine of all the
East, that God in his abstract state is unknewn, and unconnected with
the universe, xvi.—the object of worship the divine energy, subject to
passions, in consequence of its union to matter, ibid.—the creation of
the gods first, xvii.—Proofs that the divine energy is the object of
adoration, from the forms of the gods, xviii.—the modes of worship,
xix.~—the common observations of the Hindoos on the phenomena of
nature, xx.—The divine energy the ohject of worship among the
Egyptians, Greeks, Persians, &c. proved by quotations from various
aunthors, xxi.—The subjects embraced by the Hindoo mythology, xxii.
—The ancient idolatry of this people confined to the primary elements,
the heavenly bodies, and aérial beings, ibid.—the succeeding objects
of worship, Britmha, Vishnoo, and Shivii, the creator, the prescrver,
and destroyer, ibid.—next the female deiiies, as the representatives of
nature, ibid.—then sundry deities, connected with corrupt notions of
Divine Providence; and afterwards deified heroes, xxiv.—The number
of the Hindoo gods, ibid.—Benefits sought from different gods by their
worshippers, xxv.—Briimha—his form—allusions of these attributes—
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of his image explained—conjecture of Mr. Paterson’s noticed, xxvii.—
Shivii, and the attributes of his image—remarks on the worship of the
Lingii—resemblance between Bacchus and Shivii—two other forms of
Shivit noticed, Kalii-Bhoirtivii and Mitha-Kalii, xxviii.—Indri, xxx.—
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Choitunyi, xlii.—Vishwii-kiirma, ibid.—Kamii-dévi, ibid.—Siityi-Na-
rayinil, ibid.—Piinchaniinil, ibid.—Dhiirmii-t’hakoorii, ibid.—Kaloo-
rayii, ibid.—Deified beings in strange shapes, xliii..——worship of human
beings, ibid.—Worship of beasts, ibid.—birds, xliv.—trees, ibid.—
‘Worship of rivers, ibid.—fish, xlv.—books, ibid.—stones, ibid.—a log
of wood, xlvia.—Remarks on this system of mythology, ibid.—on the
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images, xlvii.—Corrupt effects of ido! worship in this country, xlviii.
—especially after the festivals, xlix.—The history of the gods and religi-
ous pantomimes exceedingly increase these effects, l.—Practices of the
vamacharéés add to the general corruption, li.—Reflections on this state
of things, ibid.—causes of the popularity of the festivals, lv.—remarks,
with a view of correcting the false estimate made of the Hindoo cha-
racter by the Rev. Mr. Maurice and others, ibid.—Idolatry exciting to
frauds, lix.—setting up of gods a trade, ibid.—Hindoo Temples—their
use, Ix.—dedication of them, ibid.—Images, of what materials made,
1xi.—Priests, Ixii.—Ceremonies at temples, Ixiii.—Periodical ceremo-
nies, ibid.—daily duties of a bramhiin, Ixiv.—form of initiation into the
Hindoo rites, ibid.—the spiritual guide, Ixv.—Bathing, ibid.—forms of
worship before the idol, lxvi.—Extract from the Ain Akbiiree, ibid.
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—an affecting relation by Captain Kemp, ibid. note.—number of these
victims, Ixxiv.—Visiting sacred places, ibid.—atonements, and offerings
to the manes, Ixxv.—heavens and hells, Ixxvi.—Confession of faith
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% In this Introduction, the author has gone over the whole of the Hindoo Pantheon,
that he might supply 2 number of omissions in the body of the work ; and hence it forms
an epitome of the whole.
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