
Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts 
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world 
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and 
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought 
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of 
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This 
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of 
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion 
and science. 

A View of the History, Literature, 
and Religion of the Hindoos

William Ward’s account of the Hindu communities among whom he served 
as a Baptist missionary in Serampore in West Bengal was first published in 
1811 and reprinted in this ‘carefully abridged and greatly improved’ third 
edition in 1817. It was an extremely influential work that shaped British 
views of the newly defined entity of ‘Hinduism’ in the early nineteenth 
century. Ward and his fellow missionaries Joshua and Hannah Marshman 
and William Carey were dedicated to the service of people within the town. 
They promoted social reforms and education, establishing the Serampore 
Mission Press in 1800 and Serampore College in 1818. Ward devoted 
twenty years to compiling his study of Hindu literature, history, mythology 
and religion, which was eventually published in four volumes. It provided 
richly detailed information, and was regarded as authoritative for the next 
fifty years. It is therefore still an important source for researchers in areas 
including Indian history, British colonialism, Orientalism and religious 
studies. Volume 1 describes and categorises Hindul deities and objects of 
worship, celestial, terrestrial, animate and inanimate.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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