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William Ward’s account of the Hindu communities among whom he served
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1811 and reprinted in this ‘carefully abridged and greatly improved’ third
edition in 1817. It was an extremely influential work that shaped British
views of the newly defined entity of ‘Hinduisn’ in the early nineteenth
century. Ward and his fellow missionaries Joshua and Hannah Marshman
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fifty years. It is therefore still an important source for researchers in areas
including Indian history, British colonialism, Orientalism and religious
studies. Volume 1 describes and categorises Hindul deities and objects of
worship, celestial, terrestrial, animate and inanimate.
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PRONUNCIATION OF HINDOO NAMES.

oo

In endeavouring to give the sounds of Stingskritii words, the
author has adopted a method, which he hopes unites correctness
with simplicity, and avoids much of that confusion which has
been so much complained of on this subject. If the reader will
only retain in his memory, that the short ii is to be sounded as
the short o in son, or the u in Burton; the French &, as a in
plate; and the & as in sweet; he may go through the whole
work with a pronunciation so correct, that a Hindoo would un-
derstand him. At the beginning and end of a word, the inherent
vowel (i) has the soft sound of au.

ERRATA.

Vol. L p. Ixxxvi. 1. 9. for ¢ adorating,” read *“ adoring.”

p- 9. L. 7. for ¢ eight,” read “ eighth.”

— «— p. 256. L. 12. for ¢ fled,” read ¢ fled away.”

Vol. II. p. 138. 1. 3. for “ Bristol Hot-wells, with all its gilt crutches,”
read “ the warm waters at Bath, with all the gilt crutches.”

* g
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THE Hindoo theology founded on the same philosophical notion as that
of the Greeks, that the Divine Spirit is the soul of the world, proved
from the Greek writers, i.—from the Védantii-Sarit, iii.—A system of
austerity founded on this system, v.—Extract from the Shréé-Bhagi-
viitii on this subject, vi.—Account of the ceremony called yogti, by
which the Divine Spirit, dwelling in matter, becomes purified, ex-
tracted from the Patiinjiili’ Dirshiit and the Goriikshii-siinghita, viii.
—No real yogéés to be found at present, ix.—Absurdity of these
opinions and practices, x.—Another class of Hindoos place their hopes
on devotion, ibid.—The great mass of the population adhere to religi-
ous ceremonies, xii.—Conjectures on the origin of the Hindoo Mytho-
logy, xiii.—on images, as originating in moral darkness, and the depra-
vity of men, ibid.—those of the Hindoos not representations of the One
God, xiv.—nor of his perfections, ibid.—nor of human virtues, xv.—
nor of the objects of natural science, ibid.—but in general the inven.
tion of kings, to please the multitude, ibid.—The doctrine of all the
East, that God in his abstract state is unknewn, and unconnected with
the universe, xvi.—the object of worship the divine energy, subject to
passions, in consequence of its union to matter, ibid.—the creation of
the gods first, xvii.—Proofs that the divine energy is the object of
adoration, from the forms of the gods, xviii.—the modes of worship,
xix.~—the common observations of the Hindoos on the phenomena of
nature, xx.—The divine energy the ohject of worship among the
Egyptians, Greeks, Persians, &c. proved by quotations from various
aunthors, xxi.—The subjects embraced by the Hindoo mythology, xxii.
—The ancient idolatry of this people confined to the primary elements,
the heavenly bodies, and aérial beings, ibid.—the succeeding objects
of worship, Britmha, Vishnoo, and Shivii, the creator, the prescrver,
and destroyer, ibid.—next the female deiiies, as the representatives of
nature, ibid.—then sundry deities, connected with corrupt notions of
Divine Providence; and afterwards deified heroes, xxiv.—The number
of the Hindoo gods, ibid.—Benefits sought from different gods by their
worshippers, xxv.—Briimha—his form—allusions of these attributes—
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conjecture of Mr, Paterson’s examined, xxvi,—Vishnoo—the attributes
of his image explained—conjecture of Mr. Paterson’s noticed, xxvii.—
Shivii, and the attributes of his image—remarks on the worship of the
Lingii—resemblance between Bacchus and Shivii—two other forms of
Shivit noticed, Kalii-Bhoirtivii and Mitha-Kalii, xxviii.—Indri, xxx.—
Yumi, xxxi.—Glinéshis, xxxii—Kartikéyi, ibid.—Sooryli,ibid.—Ugnee,
xxxili.—Piviini, xxxiv.—Viiroonii, ibid.—Stimoodri, ibid.—Prit’hivee,
ibid.—The heavenly bodies, xxxv.—Doorga, xxxvi.—Kaléé, xxxvii,—
Likshmeég, xxxviii.—Suriiswitée, ibid.—Shéétiila, ibid.-——Miinitsa, ibid.
—Shiisht’héé, ibid.—Krishnii, xxxix.—Jigtnnat’hii, xl.—Ramii, xli.—
Choitunyi, xlii.—Vishwii-kiirma, ibid.—Kamii-dévi, ibid.—Siityi-Na-
rayinil, ibid.—Piinchaniinil, ibid.—Dhiirmii-t’hakoorii, ibid.—Kaloo-
rayii, ibid.—Deified beings in strange shapes, xliii..——worship of human
beings, ibid.—Worship of beasts, ibid.—birds, xliv.—trees, ibid.—
‘Worship of rivers, ibid.—fish, xlv.—books, ibid.—stones, ibid.—a log
of wood, xlvia.—Remarks on this system of mythology, ibid.—on the
use of idols in worship, ibidi—Indelicacy of many of the Hindoo
images, xlvii.—Corrupt effects of ido! worship in this country, xlviii.
—especially after the festivals, xlix.—The history of the gods and religi-
ous pantomimes exceedingly increase these effects, l.—Practices of the
vamacharéés add to the general corruption, li.—Reflections on this state
of things, ibid.—causes of the popularity of the festivals, lv.—remarks,
with a view of correcting the false estimate made of the Hindoo cha-
racter by the Rev. Mr. Maurice and others, ibid.—Idolatry exciting to
frauds, lix.—setting up of gods a trade, ibid.—Hindoo Temples—their
use, Ix.—dedication of them, ibid.—Images, of what materials made,
1xi.—Priests, Ixii.—Ceremonies at temples, Ixiii.—Periodical ceremo-
nies, ibid.—daily duties of a bramhiin, Ixiv.—form of initiation into the
Hindoo rites, ibid.—the spiritual guide, Ixv.—Bathing, ibid.—forms of
worship before the idol, lxvi.—Extract from the Ain Akbiiree, ibid.
note.—forms of praise and prayer, Ixviii.—meditation, ibid.—repeating
the names of the gods, Ixix.—vows, fasting, and gifts to bramhiins,
ibid.—hospitality, digging pools, planting trees, rehearsing and hearing
the pooraniis, &c. Ixx.—Burning widows, and burying them alive, ibid.
—an affecting relation by Captain Kemp, ibid. note.—number of these
victims, Ixxiv.—Visiting sacred places, ibid.—atonements, and offerings
to the manes, Ixxv.—heavens and hells, Ixxvi.—Confession of faith
made by a bramhiin, ibid.—Remarks on it, Ixxix.—Sum of the Hindoo
system, Ixxx.—view of its effects, ibid.—Remarks of the same bramhiin
on the present state of religion among his countrymen, ibid.—Appear-

% In this Introduction, the author has gone over the whole of the Hindoo Pantheon,
that he might supply 2 number of omissions in the body of the work ; and hence it forms
an epitome of the whole.
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

ON THE

HINDOO RELIGION.

S

THE whole system of Hindoo theology is founded upon the
doctrine that the Divine Spirit, as the soul of the universe, be-
comes, in all animate beings, united to matter; that spirit is in-
sulated or individuated by particular portions of matter, which
it is continually quitting, and joining itself to new portions of
matter2; that the human soul is, in other words, God himself;
that the knowledge of this, leading men to seek complete de-
liverance from the degrading and polluting influence of material
objects, is the only means of being reunited to the divine nature;
that this deliverance from matter may be obtained in the present
state by separation from human intercourse, the practice of

2 There are two opinions among the Hindoos on this subject; some
philesophers maintaining, that it is one soul which is united to sentient
creatures ; while others supporta contrary opinion, and affirm, that human
souls must be emanations from the Great Spirit, otherwise, when one
person obtained absorption into the divine nature, all would obtain it at
the same moment. The védantii philosophers teach, ¢that God exists in
millions of forms, from the ant to Britmha, the grandfather of the gods,
as one moon is seen at once in twenty different pans of water.’

The agreement betwixt these opinions and those of the Greek philoso-
phers is very remarkable :—¢ Almost all ancient philosophers agreed in
admitting two principles in nature, one active and the other passive ; but
they differed in the manner in which they conceived these principles to
snbsist. Some held God and Matter to be two principles, which are
eternally opposite ; not only differing in their essence, but having no com-

VoL, I. a

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108007917
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00791-7 - A View of the History, Literature, and Religion of the Hindoos,
Volume 1: Objects of Worship

William Ward

Frontmatter

More information

i INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

bodily austerities, and entire abstraction of mind; and that, if
not obtained in one birth, it is to be sought through every future
transmigration till obtained.

This doetrine is taught in many parts of the Hindoo writings,
especially in the Dirshiiniis; which works, though almost

mon principle by which they can be united. This was the doctrine
taught by Anaxagoras, and after him by Plate, and the whole Old Aca-
demy. This system, for the sake of perspicuily, we will call the Dualisti¢
system. Others were convinced, that nature consists of these two prin-
ciples; but finding themselves perplexed by the difficulty with which
they saw the Dualistic system to be encumbered, that of supposing two
independent and opposite principles, they supposed both these to be
comprehended in ene universe, and conceived them to be united by a
necessary and essential bond. To effect this, two different hypotheses
were proposed : some thought God to have been eternally united to mat-
ter in one whole, which they called Chaos, whence it was sent forth, and
at a certain time brought into form, by the energy of the divine inhabit-
ing mind. This was the System of Emanation, commonly embraced by
the ancient barbaric philesophers, and atterwards admitted into the early
theogonies of the Greeks. Others attempted to explain the subject
more philosophically, and, to avoid the absurdity which they conceived
to attend both the former systems, asserted that God, the rational and
efficient principle, is as intimately connected with the universe, as the
human mind with the body, and is a forming power, so originally and
necessarily inherent in matter, that it is to be conceived as a natural part
of the original chaos. This system seens not only to have been received
by the Ionic philosophers, Thales and Anaximander ; but by the Pytha.
goreans, the followers of Heraclitus, and others. Zeno, determining to
innovate upon the doctrine of the Academy, and neither choosing to adopt
the Dualistic nor the Emanative System, embraced the third hypothe-
sis, which, though not originally his own, we shall distinguish by the
name of the Stoical System. Unwilling to admit, on the one hand, two
opposite principles, both primary and independent, and both absolute
and infinite ; or on the other, to suppose matter, which is in its nature
diametrically opposite to that of God, the active efficient cause, to have
been derived by emanation from him; yet finding himself wholly unable
to derive these two principles from any common source, he confounded
their essence, and maintained that they were so essentially united, that
their nature was one and the same.’ Enfield, p. 329, 330.
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ON THE HINDOO RELIGION. ii

wholly speculative, make known a method of abstraction, to
assist ascetics in obtaining deliverance from mortal birth.

Udwityaniindii, a siinyaséé, and the compiler of < the Essence
of the Védantit,’ says, ‘Briimhii and life are one: that which,
pervading all the members of the body, gives to them life and
motion, is called jéevii, life; that which, pervading the whole
universe, gives life and motion to all, is Briimhii; therefore
these two are one. Every kind of matter is without life; that
which is created cannot possess life: therefore all life is the
creator, or Briimhii; God is the soul of the world. This is the
substance of the Védantii philosophy.’

Not only is God thus declared to be the soul of the world, but
the writer of the above work affirms, that the world itself is
God—God expanding himself in an infinite variety of forms:
¢ All things past, present, and to come; all that is in the earth,
sky, &c. of every class and description; all this is Briimhii, who
is the cause of all things, and the things themselves. Yet this
writer, in another part of this work, seems to affirm, that the
universe is the work of God:—¢ The principle of life is Britmhii ;
that which is animated is the work of Briimhii®, who directs
every thing, as the charioteer directs the chariot. Briimhi is
everlasting and unchangeable; the world, which is his work, is
changeable.’

This work represents Briimhii, in his state of repose, as desti-
tute of ideas or intelligence, and entirely separated from all in-
telligences. It describes this repose by comparing it to what-
ever may communicate the idea of undisturbed tranquillity ; to
the bosom of the unruffled ocean; or to the rest enjoyed in a
deep sleep, in which there is an entire cessation even of the

faculties of the mind.

b Or, as some writers explain it, exists as an effect, as heat is an effect

of fire.
a2
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iv INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

The Védanti writers add, that at certain revolutions of time,
Britmhii, awaking from this repose, unites to. himself his own
energy, and creates the universe®; that as soon as souls are uni-
ted to matter, they become impressed, according to their destiny,
with more or less of three qualities 4:—as 1st, with that which
gives rise to excellence of character ;—2dly, with that which ex-
cites to anger, restlessness, worldly desire, &c.—and 3dly, that
which leads to inactivity, ignorance, and such-like errors. The
character is formed, and the future destiny regulated, by the
preponderance of any one of these qualities. Krishni is repre-
sented in the Shréé-Bhagivitti-Géetii as teaching Urjoonti, that,
¢ the man who is born with divine destiny is endued with certain
qualities, [here follow a number of excellent qualities;] that
those who come into life under the influence of the evil destiny,
are distinguished by hypocrisy, pride, presumption, harshness of
speech, and ignorance; that divine destiny is for eternal absorp-
tion into the divine nature; and that the evil destiny confineth
the soul to mortal birth €.’

The soul then, by these writers, is considered as separated
from the source of happiness when it takes mortal birth, and as
remaining a miserable wanderer in various births and states, till
it regain its place in the divine essence. A devotee, sighing for
absorption, is described as uttering his feelings in words to this
purport : < When shall I be delivered from this world, and obtain
God?

¢ ¢When Britmhi withdraws his energy, the destruction of the world
succeeds; when he employs it, creation springs to birth.” The Véduanti-

sarit.

4 The possession of more or less of any one of these qualities is owing
to the balance of merit or demeritin the preceding birth. Many Hindoo
philosophers, however, have no idea of accountability as the cause of
reward or suffering : they suppose that all actions, good and bad, pro-
duce certain natural effects, which ripen in a future birth;as poverty,
disease, and wickedness, or riches, health, and works of merit.

¢ See Wilkins's translation of this work,
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ON THE HINDOO RELIGION. v

In consonance with these ideas, a system of devotion has been
formed, to enable men to emancipate themselves from the in-
fluence of material objects, and thus to prepare them for absorp-
tion. In the first place, the devotee is to acquire the right know-
ledge of Briimhii, namely, that God and matter are the same ;
that Briimhii is the soul of the world. ¢ That errorf which ex-
cites earthly desires, and impels to worldly exertions, is de-
stroyed,” says the writer of the work already quoted, ¢by the
knowledge of Brumhii.” The person possessed of these ideas of
God is called <the wise man,” Brimhit gnance; and he who is
destitute of this knowledge is considered as in a state of pitiable
ignorance, like an insect incrusted with matter.

Further to enable him to subdue his passions, and renounce
all natural desires, he is directed to retire from the world; to
counteract all his natural propensities; and to confine himself to
intense meditation on Britmhii, till he has thoroughly established
in his mind this principle, that, ¢seeing every thing proceeded
from Briumhii, and that, at the end of the four yoogiis, when the
universe shall be dissolved, every thing will be absorbed into
him again, therefore Britmhii is every thing.’

The Védantii-sarii says, < There are four ways by which the
knowledge of Brumhu is perfected:—1st, By that reflection, in
which the person decides upon what is changeable and what is
unchangeable in the world ;—2dly, By cultivating a distaste of
all sensual pleasures, and even of the happiness enjoyed by the
gods ;—3dly, By the following qualities, an unruffled mind, the
subjugation of the passions, unrepenting generosity, contempt of
the world, the rejection of whatever obstructs the acquisition of
the knowledge of Briimhii ;—and 4thly, By unwavering faith in
the shastriis, added to the desire of absorption,’

f Error here refers to the false idea, that a man’s self and spirit are
different, as that I is any thing different from spirit. This idea of the
separate existence of I, leads to the idca of mine, and thus to every
worldly desire.
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vi INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Krishni, in his conversation with Urjoonii, makes the perfec-
tion of religion to consist in subduing the passions, in perfect
abstraction from all objects of the senses, and in fixing the
whole mind on Briimhii : I extract a few paragraphs from Wil-
kins.—¢ A man is said to be confirmed in wisdom, when he for-
saketh every desire which entereth into his heart, and of him-
self is happy and contented in himself. His mind is undisturbed
in adversity, he is happy and contented in prosperity, and ke is a
stranger to anxiety, fear, and anger. Such a wise man is called
a sage. The wisdom of that man is established, who, in all
things, is without affection, and having received good or evil,
neither rejoiceth at the one, nor is cast down by the other. His
wisdom is confirmed, when, like the tortoise, he can draw in all
his members, and restrain them from their wonted purpose.’
< The wise neither grieve for the dead, nor for the living.” <The
wise man, to whom pain and pleasure are the same, is formed
for immortality” ‘The heart, which followeth the dictates of
the moving passions, carrieth away the reason, as the storm the
bark in the raging ocean.’ ¢The man whose passions enter his
heart as waters run into the unswelling placid ocean, obtaineth
happiness8.” Even at the hour of death, should he attain it, he
shall mix with the ineorporeal nature of Britmhi.” <The man
who may be self-delighted and self-satisfied, and who may be
happy in his own soul, hath no interest either in that which is
done, or that which is not done.” ¢The learned behold Brimhit
alike in the reverend bramhiin perfected in knowledge, in the
0x, and in the elephant; in the dog, and in him who eateth of
the flesh of dogs.’ <Those whose minds are fixed on this
equality, gain eternity even in this world. They put their trust
in Briunhii, the eternal, because he is every where alike free
from fault. < The enjoyments which proceed from the feelings,
are as the wombs of future pain.’ <To the yogéé, gold, iron,
and stones, are the same. ¢The yogéé constantly exerciseth

¢ This is strange' doctrine in the mouth of Krishnit, who spent his
youth in licentious amours; and afterwards cohabited with Radha, the
wife of Ayanii-ghoshii, while he retained 1600 mistresses.
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ON THE HINDOO RELIGION. vii

the spirit in private. He is recluse, of a subdued mind and
spirit ; free from hope, and free from perception. He planteth
his own seat firmly on a spot that is undefiled, neither too high
nor too low, and sitteth upon the sacred grass which is called
kooshii, covered with a skin and a cloth, There he, whose busi-
ness is the restraining of his passions, should sit, with his mind
fixed on one object alone, in the exercise of his devotion for the
purification of his soul; keeping his head, neck, and body steady
without motion, his eyes fixed on the point of his nose, looking
at no other place around.’ <7The man whose mind is endued
with this devotion, and looketh on all things alike, beholdeth
the supreme soul in all things, and all things in the supreme
soul” <He who having closed up all the doors of his faculties,
locked up his mind in his own breast, and fixed his spirit in his
head, standing firm in the exercise of devotion, repeateth in si-
lence Om! the mystic sign of Briimhii, shall, on his quitting
this mortal frame, calling upon me, without doubt go the
Journey of supreme happiness.” ¢He my servant is dear unto
me, who is unexpecting, just, and pure, impartial, free from dis-
traction of mind, and who hath forsaken every enterprize. He
is worthy of my love, who neither requireth, nor findeth fault;
who neither lamenteth, nor coveteth; and being my servant, hath
forsaken both good and evil fortune ; who is the same in friend-
ship and in hatred, in honour and dishonour, in cold and in heat,
in pain and in pleasure ; who is unsolicitous about the events of
things ; to whom praise and blame are as one; who is of little
spirit, and pleased with whatever cometh to pass; who owneth
no particular home, and who is of a steady mind.” ¢ Wisdom is
exemption from attachments and affection for children, wife, and
home ; a constant evenness of temper upon the arrival of every
event, whether longed for or not; a constant and invariable wor-
ship paid to me alone; worshipping in a private place; and a
dislike to the society of man.’

A most singular ceremony, called yogii, is said to have been
formerly practised by ascetics to prepare them for absorption. I
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viii INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

give an account of this ceremony from the first part of the Pa«
tiinjiilt Diirshiinii, and the Goriikshii-stinghita :—

The yogéé must in the first place, by medicines (here de-
scribed) reduce the appetites of the body, and increase its
strength; he must then learn the proper posture for the cere-
mony : this posture may be various, but a particular one is here
enjoined—the yogee is to put his legs across in a sitting posture,
and to hold his feet with his hands crossed behind him. The
next act of austerity is'that of learning to inhale and discharge
his breath; in'doing which, he is to take a piece of cloth fifteen
cubits long and four fingers in breadth, and swallow it repeat-
edly, drawing it up and taking it down his throat, drinking
water at intervals. He must next choose a seat on some sacred
spot, at the bottom of a viitu tree, at some place frequented by
pilgrims, near an image of an uncreated lingii, or in any place pe-
culiarly pleasant to a yogéé ; but it must be a secret one—That
on which he must sit may be either kooshii grass, or the skin of
a tyger or a deer, or a blanket ; he must not sit on wood, nor on
the earth, nor on cloth; his back, neck, and head must be ex-
actly erect; and he must remain motionless, keeping his eyes
fixed on his nose. The act of yogii consists of several parts:
the devotee must first with his thumbs and fingers prevent the
air from issuing through his eyes, ears, nostrils, and mouth, and
with his feet bind up the two other avenues of respiration.
This he is to practise by degrees till he is able to exist without
inspiration and respiration. He who is thus far perfected will be
able to subdue his passions, and to disrelish all the pleasures of
the senses.  Should the mind, at any time, be again entangled in
worldly attachments, the devotee must study thé essential virtue
of things, as, that the world is a dream ; that God is the all in
all; and thus bring back the mind to abstraction. He is next to
meditate on his guardian deity according to the rules of the
shastri. After thus annmihilating, as it were, the body and the
world, he is then to fix in his mind that he and Briimhii are one,
and so to settle this point as never to lose sight of it. nor return
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ON THE HINDOO RELIGION. ix

to earthly attachments. From this state of mind arises complete
pleasure; he becomes dead to food and to every other bodily want.

The yogéé who has attained this state of perfection becomes
emancipated in the following manner :—while he sits confining
the air within his body, and closing his eyes, by the power of
wisdom all his members become dead to action; he unites the
energy which is lodged in the body to the soul, and they both
ascend by means of the veins and arteries to the skull, from
which the soul escapes, by the basilar suture: and the body being
thus shaken off, he is reunited to the supreme soul ™,

The Védantii-saru also pronounces in favour of an opinion of
the philosopher Shiinkiirii, that the practice of ceremonies is to
be renounced by the person seeking absorption, in whom all de-
sires respecting himself are to be annihilated.

From the preceding sketch, the reader will be able to form
some idea of this system of Hindoo theology, which is doubtless
very ancient. No yogéés, however, now exist, who perform
these bodily austerities to the extent laid down in the shastriis.
A number of mendicants may be seen, who profess to aim
at abstraction of mind, and contempt of the world; but they
are in general the greatest sensualists in the country.

Amongst the learned, a few are to be found, who consider the
attainment of divine wisdom, as the only means of securing fu-
ture beatitude: these persons either renounce all worldly con-
nections and become pilgrims, or they remain in a secular state,
and ground their expectations (if they have any) of future hap-
piness, on their speculative opinions being less gross than those
of the vulgar. As an apology for not practising severe austeri-
ties, and for continuing in a secular state, they quote a sentence

m For farther remarks on absorption, and on those mendicants who
practise austerities leading to it, the reader is referred to vol. ii. pp. 177,
178. 197—201.

voLr. 1, b
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X INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

of Juniikit : ¢ A man does not become a hermit by residing in a
forest ; but he is a hermit, who even in his own house subdues
his passions. Some of these persons despise the popular su-
perstition.

The absurdity and impiety of the opinions upon which the
practices of these yogéés are founded, need not be exposed : the
dectrine which destroys all accountability to the Creator, and
removes all that is criminal in immorality, must be condemned
by every good man; and the absurdity of rejecting those ra-
tional enjoyments which at once preve the beneficence of the
Creator, and contribute to the refinement of our nature, is so
flagrant, that the slightest notice of it may surely be considered
as more than necessary to the discharge of our duty to the in-
terests of Christian morals.

The author may however remark, that he has had many op-
portunities of witnessing the pernicious effects of the belief, that
it is God in man who is the author of every volition, and that
evil and good actions are both to be referred to him. A Hindoo,
perverted by these ideas, does not perceive the evil of ascribing
every villainous action to God; though when the dreadful and
unavoidable result of this doctrine has been pointed out, many
revolt from the conclusion. Under the influence of this doctrine,
that the human soul is God, the crimes of a malefactor lose
their turpitude, and he is bewailed as a person who has acted
under unfortunate influence, or as one born with evil destiny.
It is also easy to perceive, that where such a belief prevails, all
efforts to fly from evil, and to attain moral perfection, are out of
the question :—¢ God does every thing;’ < My evil destiny follows
me every where, as a shadow the body,’ is the method by which
the Hindoo accounts for all his evil propensities and unjust
actions,

Another class of Hindoos place a greater reliance on nEvoTiox
than on divine knowledge. They derive their opinions from
different parts of the Hindoo writings, and from favourite books
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ON THE HINDOO RELIGION. xi

of their own, as the Madhyu-bhashyii, Bhiiktee-riisamritii-sind-
hoo, &c. One of the sentiments of this sect is thus given in the
Shréé-bhagiiviitii :—¢ He who, renouncing the service of God,
enters the path of wisdom, (practises religious austerities,) works
hard at bruising the straw, but obtains only chaff’ Another of
their poets has a verse to this purport :—¢ He who dies at Kashes
obtains absorption : true; but the cause of his emancipation is
his devotion.’—Viirahii, a poet belonging to the court of Vik-
rim-adityii, says, personifying a person of this sect, ¢ O God!
I ask not for the merit of works ; nor for riches ; nor for fame;
1 leave all this to fate ; nor do I refuse 1o endure the fruit of my
actions:—but this I ask, that, through every transmigration, I
may be thy devoted servant.’—Vilwii-mungiilii, another poet of
this sect, says, addressing himself to Vishnoo, < O God! I desire
not absorption. I ask for a distinct existence, and to be always
near thee, as my lord and master” Some of these persons ex-
press attachment to their guardian deity in the most familiar acts
of devotion—as his friends, or servants; in songs or prayers;
by bowing or making offerings to his image, by washing its feet,
by repeating his name, or listening to his praise, or meditating
on his qualities. These persons are mostly found among the
followers of Krishnit and Choitiinyii.

Such a worshipper presents himself before the image of Krish-
nii, and says, ¢ Oh, t'hakoorii! thou art God, the maker of the
world, the saviour, the friend of the friendless: I am destitute ;
I am thy servant; save me!” Others, more fervent in their
attachment, omitting the usual purifications and ablutions before:
morning worship, hasten, as soon as they rise, to pay all those
marks of respect and attention to the image which belong to the
character under which they worship it. For instance, one man’s
image is that of the infant Krishnii: he imdgines it necessary,
that the god should be honoured as a child, and he therefore
makes an offering of sweetmeats to him early in the morning;
he is very careful too that the image should be laid down to rest,
and raised up again, only at the appointed hours; he bathes,
anoints it, and adorns it with the utmost fondness. Songs in

b2
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xii INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

praise of Krishnii are very common amongst this sect; and
sometimes an enthusiast falls to the ground while singing, and
exhibits all the symptoms of superstitious frenzy. These per-
sons reject many of the Hindoo ceremonies ; but they repeat the
name of Krishnii, worship the common images of this god, and
observe the national festivals to his honour. Some individuals
are directed in their religious duties by the Hindoo writings :
but the great body are enthusiasts, following the impulse of
feelings enkindled by their own impure imaginations. Some of
them wander from village to village, proclaiming the name and
reciting the praises of Krishnii,

Those who reverence the philosophical doctrine, and those
who thus adhere to devotion, form however but a very small
part of the Hindoo population. The great majority of the com-
iunity are attached to the popular ceremonies, considering them
as at least leading to the knowledge of God, or as laying in a
stock of merit which will influence their condition in this or a
future birth.

The other branch of Hindoo theology enjoins rRELIGIOUS DU:
TIES, as preparing a person for that state which leads to absorp-
tion. Krishnii, in his address to Urjoonii, thus holds up the
value of religious practice :—¢ Perform thy duty, and make the
event equal whether it terminate in good or evil. The miserable
are so on account of the event of things. Wise men, who have
abandoned all thought of the fruit of their actions, are freed
from the chains of birth, and go to the regions of eternal happi-
ness’. Juniikii and others have attained perfection even by

} Mr. Wilkins has thus translated this part of the Bhagiiviitit; but the
fact is, that there is no dislinct happiness in the Hindoo absorption, be-
cause there is no remaining individuality. The spirit being liberated
from every thing which is not spirit, and absorbed in the ocean of univer-
sal spirit, or deity, there can be no such thing as individual enjoyment.
The Hindoos illustrate their idea on this subject, by comparing the soul
to air confined in a vessel, which, when the vessel breaks, is immediately
Tost in the vast body of air which composes the atmosphere.
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ON THE HINDOO RELIGION. xitl

works. Wise men call him a piindit, whose every undertaking
is free from the idea of desire. He abandoneth a desire of a
reward of his actions; he is always contented and independent,
and although he may be engaged in a work, he as it were doth
nothing. God is to be obtained by him who maketh God alone
the object of his works. The speculative and the practical doc-
trines are but one, for both obtain the self-same end, and the
place which is gained by the followers of the one is gained by the
followers of the other. The man who, performing the duties of
life, and quitting all interest in them, placeth them upon Brimhii
the supreme, is not tainted by sin; but remaineth, like the leaf
of the lotus, unaffected by the waters. If thou shouldest be
unable, at once, steadfastly to fix thy mind on me, endeavour to
find me by means of constant practice. If after. practice thou
art still unable, follow me in my works supreme, for by pér-
forming works for me thou shalt obtain perfection.’

This brings us to the popular superstition of the Hindoos, of
which I shall now endeavour to give a summary account, begin-
ning with their mythology.

It is very difficult, perhaps, to speak decisively on the precise
origin of any of the Ancient Systems of Idolatry ; but not so diffi-
cult to trace idolatry itself to certain natural causes, and to
prove, that the heathen deities owe their origin to the common
darkness and depravity of men; who, rejecting the doctrine of
the divine unity, and considering God as too great or too spiri-
tual to be the object of human worship, chose such images as
their darkness or their passions suggested. Hence idolatry has
arisen out of circumstances common to all heathen nations ;
which fact, and another hereafter mentioned, will account for
many coincidences in the mythology of nations the most remote,
while differences in manners and customs, and in the degrees of
civilization, may account for most of the diversities found in the
images and worship of different idolatrous nations.

It is not to be supposed that any of the images invented by the
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heathen were intended to be representations of the One God,
according to the ideas given of this adorable Being in the sacred
Scriptures ; they are images of beings formed by the fancies of
men, who ¢ by wisdom knew not God.’ Tt is probable, indeed,
that no heathen nation ever made a single idol in honour of ¢ the
one living and true God;' and that direct worship to Him was
never offered by any heathens.

Nor does it appear, from the various systems of idolatry, that
the heathen regarded the gods as intercessors with the Supreme
Being. It is certain that no such idea exists among the Hin-
doos, who never worship the One God, either directly or through
the intercessions of others. The gods are regarded as the only
divine beings from whom evil is to be dreaded, or good to be
expected. Tt is true, I have heard the bramhiins often speak of
the worship of the gods as introducing the worshipper to a
greater approximation to final beatitude, but this has nothing to
do with the Christian doctrine of mediation.

Writers on heathen mythology have frequently supposed, that
the extraordinary bodily organs of the gods were intended to
represent the perfections of Deity. Such writers, in elucidating
the Hindoo system,would have said, < Indri is represented as full
of eyesk, to exhibit the divine omhiscience ; Britmha with four
faces, to display the perfect wisdom of God; and Doorga with
ten hands, to teach that God is almighty.’ It is a fact, however,
that the Hindoos are never thus instructed by the forms of their
idols. When the author once interrogated a learned bramhiin
on this subject, he rejected this Christian explanation of the forms
of his idols, and referred him to the image of Ravunii, the can-
nibal, who is painted with a hundred arms, and ten heads!.

k The Hindoo fable on this subject is so insufferably gross, that it can-
not be printed.

I Thus Briareus, one of the monsters brought forth by the earth, is said
to have had a hundred arms, with which he threw up to heaven the rocks
from the sea shore against Jupiter.
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