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HIS book is an endeavour to supply a want which
has been felt by many readers of the Greek Old
Testament. The literature of the subject is enormous,
and its chief points have been compendiously treated
in Biblical Dictionaries and similar publications. But
hitherto no manual has placed within the student’s
reach all the information which he requires in the way
of general introduction to the Greek versions.

A first attempt is necessarily beset with uncertain-
ties. Experience only can shew whether the help here
provided is precisely such as the student needs, and
whether the right proportion has been preserved in
dealing with the successive divisions of the subject.
But it is hoped that the present work may at least meet
the immediate wants of those who use 7%¢ Old Testa-
ment in Greek, and serve as a forerunner to larger and
more adequate treatises upon the same subject.

Such as it is, this volume owes more than I can say
to the kindness of friends, among whom may especially
be mentioned Principal Bebb, of St David’s College,
Lampeter, and Grinfield Lecturer at Oxford; Mr Brooke
and Mr McLean, editors of the Larger Cambridge
Septuagint; Mr Forbes Robinson, and Dr W. E. Barnes.
But my acknowledgements are principally due to Pro-
fessor Eberhard Nestle, of Maulbronn, who has added
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to the obligations under which he had previously laid
me by reading the whole of this Introduction in proof,
and suggesting many corrections and additions. While
Dr Nestle is not to be held responsible for the final
form in which the book appears, the reader will owe
to him in great measure such freedom from error
or fulness in the minuter details as it may possess.
Mr Thackeray’s work in the Appendix speaks for itself.
Both the prolegomena to Aristeas and the text of the
letter are wholly due to his generous labours, and they
will form a welcome gift to students of the Septuagint
and of Hellenistic Greek.

Free use has been made of all published works
dealing with the various branches of learning which fall
within the range of the subject. While direct quotations
have been acknowledged where they occur, it has not
been thought desirable to load the margin with refer-
ences to all the sources from which information has
been obtained. But the student will generally be able
to discover these for himself from the bibliography which
is appended to almost every chapter.

In dismissing my work I desire to tender my sincere
thanks to the readers and workmen of the Cambridge
University Press, whose unremitting attention has
brought the production of the book to a successful
end.

H. B. S.

CAMBRIDGE,
September 1, 1900.
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