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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion
and science.

Cambridge and Other Sermons

First published in 1898, this collection of sermons by the Irish-born
Cambridge biblical scholar and theologian Fenton John Anthony Hort

distils over thirty years’ work as a pastor. Compiled by the author’s son six
years after Hort’s death, this book contains twenty-four sermons, organised
to correspond with the Church calendar. Written for school children,
Cambridge college chapels, and the congregation of Hort’s own parish in
Hertfordshire, many of the sermons in this collection were delivered on
more than one occasion and have consequently been revised many times. As
Hort’s son points out, they appear here in their ‘ultimate form, perfected over
three decades. First preached over a century ago, Hort’s lucid prose makes his
work easily accessible. Written in deceptively simple language, the care and
precision found in Hort’s better-known academic work are also evident in his
sermons, which are articulated with grace and clarity.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFATORY NOTE

THESE twenty-four sermons are arranged in a series
corresponding to the Church’s year; they are not
however of one uniform character. Most of them
were preached more than once, generally with con-
siderable alteration and adaptation: nearly all are
here printed in their ultimate form. Though all
are alike in simplicity of language, those written
for a village congregation naturally present more
elementary aspects of faith and service than those
intended for a college chapel or the University
church. Since they range over a period of over
thirty years, it might be said that those of earlier
date do not perhaps represent the author’s maturest
thought ; but the frequent revision which most of
them underwent makes it probable that little, if
anything, is here printed which he would have dis-

owned. It is hoped that some of the many who
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vi PREFATORY NOTE

found in Dr. Hort’'s Village Sermons strength and
instruction may also welcome these more various
discourses from the same mind: in all essentials
the characteristics of both series are the same.
The texts and other quotations from the Bible
are printed as they stand in the manuscript : it will
be noticed that it was often the preacher’s practice
to give an independent rendering identical with
neither English version. In two cases (Nos. XL
and XXIIL.) I have ventured to supply a title.
Nos. VII. and VIII, as also XIX. and XX., were

preached consecutively.
A. F. HORT.
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