
Linguistics
From the earliest surviving glossaries and translations to nineteenth-century 
academic philology and the growth of linguistics during the twentieth 
century, language has been the subject both of scholarly investigation and 
of practical handbooks produced for the upwardly mobile, as well as for 
travellers, traders, soldiers, missionaries and explorers. This collection will 
reissue a wide range of texts pertaining to language, including the work of 
Latin grammarians, groundbreaking early publications in Indo-European 
studies, accounts of indigenous languages, many of them now extinct, and 
texts by pioneering figures such as Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm von Humboldt 
and Ferdinand de Saussure. 

Indogermanische Grammatik
Hermann Hirt (1865–1936) taught Greek, Latin and early Germanic 
languages at Leipzig University from 1892 to 1912 before moving to the 
chair of Sanskrit and comparative linguistics at Giessen. Born around the 
time when Bopp and Schleicher were publishing their ground-breaking 
work on Indo-European, and a young man when Brugmann published 
his monumental comparative grammar (all available in this series), Hirt 
began this seven-volume grammar in the 1920s, soon after the discovery 
of Tocharian and the decipherment of Hittite. The project arose out of his 
extensive research on the historical phonology of Indo-European vowels, 
which led him to consider much wider issues of inflection, the consonant 
system, and finally syntax. This, the final volume, was in the press when the 
author died and was published in 1937. It completes Hirt’s presentation of 
syntax with discussion of sentence structure, co-ordination, subordination 
and word order, and contains indexes of authors, topics and words for 
Volumes 6 and 7.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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