
Linguistics
From the earliest surviving glossaries and translations to nineteenth-century 
academic philology and the growth of linguistics during the twentieth century, 
language has been the subject both of scholarly investigation and of practical 
handbooks produced for the upwardly mobile, as well as for travellers, traders, 
soldiers, missionaries and explorers. This collection will reissue a wide range of texts 
pertaining to language, including the work of Latin grammarians, groundbreaking 
early publications in Indo-European studies, accounts of indigenous languages, 
many of them now extinct, and texts by pioneering figures such as Jacob Grimm, 
Wilhelm von Humboldt and Ferdinand de Saussure. 

Geschichte der deutschen Sprache
Jacob Grimm (1785-1863) became a household name around the world through the 
collections of fairy tales he compiled with his brother Wilhelm. The brothers were 
also the founders of a monumental German dictionary. Jacob’s specialism was the 
history of the German language, which he studied in the broader context of Indo-
European philology. Others working in this burgeoning field included the older 
scholar Rasmus Rask and Grimm’s contemporary Franz Bopp (also published in 
this series). Grimm’s two-volume Geschichte der deutschen Sprache, reissued here, 
was first published in 1848. It is noteworthy especially for the chapter on the major 
sound shift now known as Grimm’s Law or die erste deutsche Lautverschiebung, 
which sets out regular mappings between Germanic consonants and those found 
in earlier Indo-European languages, such as English father and Latin pater. The 
book also contains a wealth of comparative material on phonology, vocabulary and 
grammar within Germanic and across the Indo-European spectrum.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-
print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still 
sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing 
House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are 
processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the 
high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The 
latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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