
Linguistics
From the earliest surviving glossaries and translations to nineteenth-century 
academic philology and the growth of linguistics during the twentieth 
century, language has been the subject both of scholarly investigation and 
of practical handbooks produced for the upwardly mobile, as well as for 
travellers, traders, soldiers, missionaries and explorers. This collection will 
reissue a wide range of texts pertaining to language, including the work of 
Latin grammarians, groundbreaking early publications in Indo-European 
studies, accounts of indigenous languages, many of them now extinct, and 
texts by pioneering figures such as Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm von Humboldt 
and Ferdinand de Saussure. 

L’Orénoque et le Caura
Jean Chaffanjon (1854–1913) was a natural history teacher in the French 
colony of Martinique who was commissioned by the French minister of 
state education and fine arts to explore the Orinoco Delta in Venezuela. The 
Orinoco had an almost mythical reputation as a source of gold and coffee, 
and Chaffanjon in 1886–7 was the first European explorer in the region 
in almost 100 years. Landing in the city of Guayra, he travelled up two of 
the continent’s largest rivers, the Caura and the Orinoco, documenting 
the region’s geology and his encounters with the indigenous population. 
His account of the journey was published in Paris in 1889, at a time when 
adventure literature was hugely popular in Europe. The book includes 56 
engravings and two maps drawn by the French travel and nature artist 
Auguste Morisot. Chaffanjon’s adventures were the direct inspiration for Jules 
Verne’s Le Superbe Orénoque.

C A M B R I D G E  L I B R A R Y  C O L L E C T I O N
Books of enduring scholarly value

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-00648-4 - L’Orenoque et le Caura: Relation de Voyages Executees en
1886 et 1887
Jean Chaffanjon
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108006484
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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L’Orénoque et le Caura
Relation de voyages executées en 1886 et 1887

Jean Chaffanjon
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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