
Darwin
Two hundred years after his birth and 150 years after the publication of ‘On 
the Origin of Species’, Charles Darwin and his theories are still the focus of 
worldwide attention. This series offers not only works by Darwin, but also 
the writings of his mentors in Cambridge and elsewhere, and a survey of the 
impassioned scientific, philosophical and theological debates sparked by his 
‘dangerous idea’. 

On the Genesis of Species
‘A distinguished zoologist, Mr St George Mivart, has recently collected 
all the objections which have ever been advanced by myself and others 
against the theory of natural selection, as propounded by Mr Wallace and 
myself, and has illustrated them with admirable art and force. When thus 
marshalled, they make a formidable array.’ - Charles Darwin, in The Origin 
of Species by Means of Natural Selection (in its 6th edn, p. 176, published in 
1872). St George Jackson Mivart was an eminent biologist, who was at first 
an advocate for natural selection and later a passionate opponent. In this 
beautifully illustrated 1871 text, Mivart raised objections to natural selection 
as a means for evolution. These included problems in explaining: ‘incipient 
stages’ of complex structures (e.g. the mammalian eye); the existence of 
similar structures of divergent origin; dramatic and rapid changes in form; 
the absence of transitional forms from the fossil record; and issues in 
geological distribution. Citing the giraffe’s neck, the rattle of the snake, the 
whale’s baleen and more, Mivart challenged Darwin’s theory and argued for 
the necessity of an innate power – an intelligence – underlying all organic 
life. Mivart’s book did not seriously undermine the concept of natural 
selection - Darwin and Huxley soon countered his ‘formidable array’ of 
arguments - but it helped move the debate forward. Sadly, it eventually led to 
a rift between Mivart and Darwin.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the reissue of out-of-copyright 
books not originally published by Cambridge does not imply any knowledge 
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