
Literary studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary 
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of 
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early 
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable 
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies. 

Characters of Shakespeare’s Plays
The critic, essayist and painter William Hazlitt (1778-1830) published and 
lectured widely on English literature, from Elizabethan drama to reviews of 
the latest work of his own time. His first extended work of literary criticism 
was Characters of Shakespeare’s Plays, published in 1817. This volume from 
1908 takes the text of the first edition and adds notes explaining complex 
terms to readers and an introduction by J. H. Lobban, a lecturer in English 
at Birkbeck College. As such it is the ideal introduction to Hazlitt’s criticism. 
Hazlitt’s political view of Shakespeare drew the ire of the Tory Quarterly 
review, whose hostile review destroyed sales of the second edition. The work 
remains of value, however, both as a contribution to the study of Shakespeare 
and, as with all of Hazlitt’s prose, as a model of an elegant, persuasive essay.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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