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Darwin

Two hundred years after his birth and 150 years after the publication of ‘On
the Origin of Species, Charles Darwin and his theories are still the focus of
worldwide attention. This series offers not only works by Darwin, but also
the writings of his mentors in Cambridge and elsewhere, and a survey of the
impassioned scientific, philosophical and theological debates sparked by his
‘dangerous idea.

Physical Geography
Mary Somerville (1780-1872) would have been a remarkable woman in
any age, but as an acknowledged leading mathematician and astronomer
at a time when the education of most women was extremely restricted, her
achievement was extraordinary. Laplace famously told her that “There have
been only three women who have understood me. These are yourself, Mrs
Somerville, Caroline Herschel and a Mrs Greig of whom I know nothing’
Mary Somerville was in fact Mrs Greig. After (as she herself said) translating
Laplace’s work ‘from algebra into common language; she wrote On the
Connexion of the Physical Sciences (1834), also reissued in this series. Her
next book, the two-volume Physical Geography (1848), was a synthesis
of geography, geology, botany and zoology, drawing on the most recent
discoveries in all these fields to present an overview of current understanding
of the natural world and the Earth’s place in the universe.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
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with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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BY

MARY SOMERVILLE,

AUTHOR OF THE ‘‘ CONNEXION OF THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES,”
“ MECHANISM OF THE HEAVENS.”

IN TWO VOLUMES.

VOL. L.

WITH A PORTRAIT.

LONDON:
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.

1848.
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TO

SIR JOHN F. W. HERSCHEL, BART,, K.H,,

&e. &e.,

Dear Sir JoHN,

I AvaiL myself with pleasure of your permission to
dedicate my book to you, as it gives me an opportunity of
expressing my admiration of your talents, and my sincere

estimation of your friendship.

I remain, with great regard,

Yours truly,

MARY SOMERVILLE.

London, 29th February, 1848.
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