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Two hundred years after his birth and 150 years after the publication of ‘On
the Origin of Species, Charles Darwin and his theories are still the focus of
worldwide attention. This series offers not only works by Darwin, but also
the writings of his mentors in Cambridge and elsewhere, and a survey of the
impassioned scientific, philosophical and theological debates sparked by his
‘dangerous idea.

The Formation of Vegetable Mould
through the Action of Worms

This book, published in 1881, was the result of many years of
experimentation and observation by Darwin in the open-air laboratory of his
garden at Down House in Kent. As he wrote in his introduction, the subject
of soil disturbance by worms ‘may appear an insignificant one, but we shall
see that it possesses some interest. He goes on to demonstrate the immensity
- in size and over time - of the accumulated tiny movements of soil by
earthworms, and their vital role in aerating the soil and breaking down
vegetable material to keep the topsoil, the growing medium for all plant life
and thus vital to human existence, fertile and healthy. At a time when there is
huge interest in growing food organically and keeping soil in good condition
without using artificial fertilisers, Darwin’s insights are as important, and

his descriptions of his experiments as fascinating, as they were in the late
nineteenth century.
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importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
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