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Two hundred years after his birth and 150 years after the publication of ‘On
the Origin of Species, Charles Darwin and his theories are still the focus of
worldwide attention. This series offers not only works by Darwin, but also
the writings of his mentors in Cambridge and elsewhere, and a survey of the
impassioned scientific, philosophical and theological debates sparked by his
‘dangerous idea.

The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex

In his Introduction to this book, Darwin reveals that for many years he had
no intention of publishing his notes on the descent of man, ‘as I thought

that I should thus only add to the prejudices against my views. By 1871,
however, he felt that his fellow scientists, ‘especially the younger and rising
naturalists, would show a greater openness of mind to arguments for natural
selection, even when taken to their logical conclusion and applied to the
descent of man from the apes — the aspect of his theory which had been

so widely mocked since the notorious question asked by Bishop Samuel
Wilberforce at the British Association Oxford debate of 1860: was it through
his grandmother or his grandfather that Thomas Huxley, Darwins champion,
considered himself descended from a monkey? In fact, the book’s focus on
the area of sexual selection and the evolutionary importance of secondary
sexual characteristics across the whole of the animal kingdom meant that the
book was received without the public outrage that Darwin had feared.
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importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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