
Literary studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary works, textual 
editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of lasting scholarly interest. Ranging 
from Old English to Shakespeare to early twentieth-century work from around the world, 
these books offer a valuable resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and 
literary studies. 

The Care of Books
John Willis Clark, a noted academic and antiquarian, published this book in 1901 after 
completing his work on the architectural history of Cambridge. His carefully researched study 
(Clark personally visited and measured every building he described, and drew many of the 
illustrations), provides a wide-ranging account of the history of libraries from antiquity to the 
early modern period. Clark describes the buildings used to store books: churches, cloisters, 
and purpose-built libraries; the way collections were endowed, audited and protected; the 
development of library furniture, including lecterns, stalls, chaining systems and wall-cases; 
and the characteristics of monastic, collegiate, and private collections. The book is generously 
illustrated, and its approachable style means it will appeal not only to academic historians of 
libraries, but to a wider audience of those interested in books and reading culture, historic 
buildings and artefacts, and medieval, renaissance and early modern studies.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles 
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars 
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library, and 
guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using 
state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of 
each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp 
image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring scholarly value 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and 
technology. 
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The Care of Books
An Essay on the Development of Libraries and 

their Fittings, from the Earliest Times to the 
End of the Eighteenth Century

John Willis  Cl ark
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