
Music
The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description, 
analysis and criticism, by composers and performers, philosophers and 
anthropologists, historians and teachers, and by a new kind of scholar - 
the musicologist. This series makes available a range of significant works 
encompassing all aspects of the developing discipline.

Richard Wagner and the Music of the Future
Francis Hueffer (1843-1889) was music critic for The Times from 1878 
to 1889 and was also secretary of the Wagner Society founded in 1873. 
This 1874 book, much of it originally published in the Fortnightly Review, 
considers Wagner’s role in the musical developments of the nineteenth 
century that followed the watershed of Beethoven’s ninth symphony. It is 
one of the first works in English to explore the nature of Wagner’s genius, 
and builds on an essay published by the author in The Academy about 
Wagner’s own pamphlet on Beethoven. Hueffer’s analysis of the formation of 
Wagner’s artistic values and musical philosophy as embodied in his writings 
and music dramas is complemented by discussion of the songs of Schubert, 
Schumann and Liszt. The appendix provides an account of the performance 
of Beethoven’s ninth which Wagner conducted at Bayreuth in 1872, and the 
laying of the foundation stone of the Festspielhaus.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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