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The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description,
analysis and criticism, by composers and performers, philosophers and
anthropologists, historians and teachers, and by a new kind of scholar -
the musicologist. This series makes available a range of significant works
encompassing all aspects of the developing discipline.

Musical Studies

Francis Hueffer (1845-89) was born and studied music in Germany, but
moved to London in 1869 to pursue a career as a critic and writer on music.
He edited the series “The Great Musicians’ for Novello and Co., was music
critic of The Times, and was an early advocate and interpreter to the British
of Wagner. His Musical Studies of 1880 is a collection of essays on Beethoven,
Chopin, French opera, Schopenhauer (among the numerous German
metaphysicians, the only one who has said anything worth listening to about
music’), and of course Wagner: an article on the Ring written before the first
performance of the complete cycle, and an account of that performance at
Bayreuth. The collection finishes with the provocative essay “The chances of
English opera’ (1879), which contrasts the lively opera scene in the rest of
Europe with the lack of a tradition of English opera.
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importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
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PREFACE.

THE character of this book is sufficiently explained
by its title. It is, and pretends to be, nothing but a
collection of articles on various musical topics repub-
lished from the newspapers and magazines in each
case specified. In order to preserve their temporary
character, alterations of the contents, and even of the
form, of the essays have been, with few exceptions,
purposely avoided. Whether their republication is
warranted by the matter and manner of these essays
it is not my province to decide. DBut to those who
object on principle to the perpetuation in book form
of such fugitive pieces—and the author himself is
not wholly free from such a prejudice—it may be
answered, that the present volume is part of an
unmistakable movement in modern literature. The
vast development of periodical publications within
the last quarter of a century has drawn the best
literary and scientific workers into its vortex. Few
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vi PREFACE.

authors nowadays can withstand the temptation of
the immediate and vast publicity conferred by the
prestige of a first-class Review ; fewer can materially
afford to give years of, in most "cases, ill-requited
labour to the composition of a book. Books, in
the proper sense of the word, that is, organisms
developed from a central idea, are in consequence
becoming rarer and rarer in our literature, and col-
lections of essays take their place. The influence
of such a system on the reading public is too obvious
to require explanation, supply and demand following
the same law of reciprocity in literature as in other
merchandise. If even illustrious scientific men give
way to this general tendency of the age, the musical
critic may claim the same indulgence for his modest
offering. The @sthetical literature regarding music
in this country is indeed so scanty, and so wholly
out of proportion with the general and serious
interest of late taken in the art, that any earnest
and conscientious discussion of musical topics
should not be wholly unwelcome. And to those
two epithets, if to no others, the author believes
his work to be entitled.

Before concluding these remarks, it is necessary
to add a word of explanation as to the appearance
in a book of musical essays of an article on Schopen-
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PREFACE. vii

hauer, the pessimist philosopher. Schopenhauer is,
amongst the numerous German metaphysicians, the
only one who has said anything worth listening to
about music, and in whose system the art plays a
prominent, one may say, vital part. Moreover, the
results of his speculations have been essentially
adopted by the greatest living composer, Richard
Wagner. In these days, when it has become a
common affectation to speak of music as a science,
and when the monstrous proposition is started that
composers, as composers, would be benefited by
knowing the exact number of vibrations required for
a particular note, musicians and amateurs may not
unfairly be expected to show some interest in the
metaphysical questions connected with the art.

THE AUTHOR.
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