
Darwin
Two hundred years after his birth and 150 years after the publication of ‘On the 
Origin of Species’, Charles Darwin and his theories are still the focus of worldwide 
attention. This series offers not only works by Darwin, but also the writings of his 
mentors in Cambridge and elsewhere, and a survey of the impassioned scientific, 
philosophical and theological debates sparked by his ‘dangerous idea’. 

John Ray, Naturalist
John Ray (1625-1705) was a clergyman and botanist who was dismissed from his 
post at Cambridge in 1662 for political and sectarian reasons and thereafter funded 
his research by private teaching and sponsorship. He was admitted to the Royal 
Society, and was a pioneer of the systematic classifcation of plants; his Historia 
Plantarum was the first textbook of modern botany. About a century after his death, 
Sir J. E. Smith (1759-1828), founder of the Linnean Society, praised ‘our immortal 
naturalist, John Ray, the most accurate in observation, the most philosophical 
in contemplation, and the most faithful in description, of all the botanists of his 
own, or perhaps any other time.’ This biography of Ray was first published in 
1942 at the height of the Second World War. It was written by Charles Raven, an 
eminent theologian who shared Ray’s deep respect for intellectual integrity, honest 
exploration of the natural world, and the value of both theology and scientific 
endeavour. More than a superb history, this offers an opportunity to reassess the 
pivotal contributions of a brilliant but often undervalued scientist. Ray’s major 
publications were written in Latin; Raven’s linguistic skills – coupled with his 
passion for natural history – made him ideally and uniquely suited to interpret Ray’s 
scientific legacy. Raven reviews Ray’s academic and scientific careers in the context 
of the dramatic social upheavals of his time. He evaluates the remarkable long-term 
and widespread influence of Ray’s work on the development of science, alongside 
the significance of the tolerant philosophy in his final book, The Wisdom of God.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-
print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still 
sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing 
House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are 
processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the 
high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The 
latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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