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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion
and science.

Evidence as to Man’s Place in Nature

In 1863, the biologist and educator Thomas Henry Huxley published
Evidence as to Man’s Place in Nature, a compilation of his public lectures

on Darwin’s theory of evolution — specifically the controversial idea of the
ape ancestry of humans. An energetic supporter of Darwin, Huxley’s argues
that in order to understand the universe, everyone must know their place

in the natural world. The book is divided into three parts, each written with
the aim of persuading lay audiences. The first covers earlier human beliefs
about exotic animals, especially ‘man-like’ apes. In Part 2, Huxley suggests
that every animal on Earth is related in that all go through developmental
stages from an egg, whether the animal is ‘a silkworm or a school-boy’. Part 3
involves a discussion of recently discovered Neanderthal bones and compares
prehistoric craniums to modern human skulls.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1863
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-00457-2 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER.

THE greater part of the substance of the following Essays
has already been published in the form of Oral Discourses,
addressed to widely different audiences, during the past three
years.

Upon the subject of the second Essay, I delivered six
Lectures to the Working Men in 1860, and two, to the
members of the Philosophical Institution of Edinburgh in
1862. The readiness with which my audience followed
my arguments, on these occasions, encourages me to hope
that I have not committed the error, into which working
men of science so readily fall, of obscuring my meaning by
unnecessary technicalities: while, the length of the period
during which the subject, under its various aspects, has been
present to my mind, may suffice to satisfy the Reader that,
my conclusions, be they right or be they wrong, have not

been formed hastily or enunciated crudely.

Loxnpoxn : January, 1863.
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