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THE

CAMBRIDGE
PORTFOLTIO.

EDITED BY THE REV. J. J. SMITH, M. A,

FELLOW AND TUTOR OF GONVILLE AND CAIUS COLLEGE.

Bas. What have we here ?

ANTIp. A trimly-wrought Portfolio, my Lord,
Full of rich things and rare devices.—I
Have heard it was his love, his pet, his joy,—
To glean by day, and sow for it by night i
Would it might please you!

VOLUME THE FIRST.

LONDON :

JOHN W. PARKER, WEST STRAND.
CAMBRIDGE: J. AND J. J. DEIGHTON.

M.DCCC.XL.
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PREF ACE.

THE projector and conductor of the work here offered for
public approbation, confesses himself to be not a little solicitous
about the success of his undertaking. He is anxious that
credit should be done to the subject; at least that it should
in no way be disparaged by his labours: and he is ambitious
of the good and favourable opinion of those by whose coun-
tenance and encouragement it has been fostered. A few intro-
ductory remarks may possibly serve to pave the way for the
reception he so earnestly covets.

The greater number of readers, it is hoped, will find so
much interest in the matter of the work, as to be little curious
about the origin of the undertaking. To those, however, who
would question what could have induced the collector to pro-
ject it, while other works exist similar at least as to their
object, he has only to reply, that his inducement has simply
been, a very strong desire to see justice done to a subject
which has long engaged his own warm affections, and has,
he believes, deservedly excited a powerful interest amongst all
that class whose tastes he would be most anxious to gratify.

In what may be termed the external and internal structure
of the University itself; its walls and buildings, its treasures
and depositories, its customs ancient and modern, bygone and
present, its course of studies, the effect of its habits as deve-
loped in the manners characters and amusements of its mem-
bers, there is most abundant material for every department
of the work, both by pen and pencil.

1
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2 PREFACE.

The latter will find its employment in the environs of the
University, where its noble structures are often seen so beau-
tifully grouped, and- especially among its fine buildings them-
selves, and in the delineation of the many objects of historical
and literary interest which they contain. What can be more
worthy of the art of the painter and the engraver, than the
architecture, here palatial, there monastic, here again domestic,
of other days; the landscape of shady grove and quiet stream
and rising turret; the portrait of the severe student; the mar-
ble figure of the retired and thoughtful philosopher, the pious
founder, or the anxious statesman? The pen may assist the
eye and refresh the memory in contemplating all these objects,
while at the same time it will have its own peculiar province,
which the artist cannot touch. The delineation of customs,
habits, studies, prevalent modes of thought and opinion, and
the manifold ways by which a curious system displays itself
in the various shades of its developement; all these, diversified
again by the associations which spring from them, especially
in those who are versed in the past, and therefore speculative
of the future, would seem sufficient to show the important part
it must take in the work now offered to the reader.

The Editor himself was first led by the graphic art to the
literary illustration, or rather to the need of it, as may pro-
bably be the result with those who shall become possessors of
his book. He was highly delighted with some drawings by
the same hand which has executed the originals of the etchings
that form so important a feature in this book. He found that
some very competent judges of the arts entirely entered into
his opinion and estimate of their excellence, and fully con-
curred with him in the probability that they would excite
equal approbation from the lovers of illustrative works in gene-
ral. It is not for the originator of a new publication, especially
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PREFACE. 3

where specimens of the arts form so large a part, to institute
a comparison between those which he offers, and what have
been previously supplied by others. Undoubtedly, there is no
deficiency of engraved illustrations of Cambridge by artists of
merit; but one work does not supersede another, for views
and objects greatly vary, and the mode adopted will vary with
them.

The line etching, when done with a certain degree of free-
dom but restrained within the bounds of true representation,
as to effect produced on the eye, is a very favourite and very
impressive mode of depicting interesting objects. The names
of the artists who have enriched the work in this respect, are
a security to the Editor against any unfavourable criticisms
on his own taste, as their skill and taste have already been
so much sanctioned by public esteem, and it will add greatly
to his satisfaction to find that they have enlarged their repu-
tation in aiding him. Where the sketch and the etching have
been executed by the same hand, as in many instances in this
work, there is a probability always that the impression made
by any scene on an eye of taste and judgment is more vividly
conveyed, and will carry the same feeling to the spectator that
it did to the original artist.

In conclusion, a few words must be offered upon his lite-
rary coadjutors. The variety of subjects likely to be introduced
was so great, that he naturally wished them to be represented
by writers of different complexions of mind, and habits of
thought, as well as of various acquirements and pursuits: he
was situated where there would be found no want of talent
or knowledge, suitable to every part of his design; and the
freedom and kindness with which it has been offered has ex-
ceeded even his most sanguine expectations. He need hardly
say, that their names command such respect already for literary

1—2
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4 PREFACE.

exertion and success, that he trusts they would alone favourably
introduce his work to the public, whilst he feels that his com-
mendations cannot add to their reputation.

Whether a more extended form than that at present proposed
may ever be given to the undertaking (and it is capable of
very considerable enlargement) will naturally depend on the
test of present success.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108004282
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

