
Music
The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description, analysis 
and criticism, by composers and performers, philosophers and anthropologists, 
historians and teachers, and by a new kind of scholar - the musicologist. This 
series makes available a range of significant works encompassing all aspects of the 
developing discipline.

A Dictionary of Music and Musicians (A.D. 1450–1880)
This is a reissue of the first edition of Sir George Grove’s Dictionary of Music and 
Musicians, which has since evolved over more than a century to become the largest 
and most authoritative work of its kind in English. The project grew in the making: 
the title page of Volume 1 (1879) states that the book is ‘in two volumes’, in Volume 
2 we read ‘three volumes’, and by the time Volume 4 appeared in 1889 there was 
also a 300-page appendix and a separate index volume. The dictionary was an 
international undertaking, with contributors from Paris, Leipzig, Berlin, Vienna 
and Boston alongside those based in Britain. It was ‘intended to supply a great and 
long acknowledged want’ arising from the increased interest in all aspects of music, 
which was ‘rapidly becoming an essential branch of education’, and to cater for the 
professional while being accessible to the amateur. It is a fascinating document of 
musical tastes and values in the late Victorian period.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-
print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still 
sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing 
House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are 
processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the 
high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The 
latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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