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History

The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

The Bettesworth Book

In 1901, businessman George Bourne published this biography of his
gardener, Frederick Bettesworth. This unusual ethnographic account, written
in a modified dialect, uniquely captures rural life in late nineteenth-century
England. The book bridges the class divide between ‘master and man’ as
Bourne, through the course of many interviews, gets to know his down-to-
earth day labourer, and comes to understand peasant life and poverty as seen
through the eyes of Bettesworth. In the Introduction, Bourne precisely lays
out his interviewing methodology, which allows the reader to understand
both men as the conversations, and the book, progress. Through 35 chapters,
Bourne opens a window on the social relationships between the classes amid
descriptions of the work, childhood, education, and family life of the region’s
agricultural workers. Bourne is humbled and enriched by his friendship
with Bettesworth, calling him the ‘voice of Britain, a man ‘rugged, unresting,
irresistible’
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1901
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-00369-8

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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