
History
The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and 
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark 
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new 
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and 
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern 
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

Across the Plains
The celebrated Scottish writer Robert Louis Stevenson arranged for his 
friend the art historian Sidney Colvin to select and organise the essays in this 
volume, many of which had originally appeared in 1888, though some date 
back to the early 1880s. It was published in 1892, two years before Stevenson’s 
untimely death. Colvin obtained many of the pieces from their original 
publishers, including magazines such as Fraser’s, Longman’s, The Magazine 
of Art and Scribner’s. What is particularly noteworthy about this collection 
is that although Stevenson had settled in the South Seas well before it 
appeared, all the items included were written prior to his journey there. 
Colvin mentions that the concluding pieces in particular were written during 
a period of considerable gloom and sickness for Stevenson, who himself 
claimed to “recover peace of body and mind” after moving to the Pacific in 
1890.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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