
Darwin
Two hundred years after his birth and 150 years after the publication of ‘On 
the Origin of Species’, Charles Darwin and his theories are still the focus of 
worldwide attention. This series offers not only works by Darwin, but also 
the writings of his mentors in Cambridge and elsewhere, and a survey of the 
impassioned scientific, philosophical and theological debates sparked by his 
‘dangerous idea’. 

The Power of Movement in Plants
Written in collaboration with his son Francis, a notable botanist, this 1880 
book builds on Darwin’s earlier investigations into climbing plants, orchids, 
insectivorous plants, flower variety, and the processes of fertilisation. This 
detailed study of many species from seed to mature plant further develops 
Darwin’s work on adaptation and evolution, with the aim of collating the 
results of individual studies into common factors applicable to plants in 
general. Particular emphasis is given to analysis and investigation of the 
process here termed circumnutation, the movement of the stem of the plant 
in order to direct the head in certain directions. This is seen as of paramount 
importance, with the conclusion that it is modification of this feature that 
has enabled plants to adapt and evolve so diversely. The authors also note 
similarities between plants and animals, such as sensitivity to touch and habit 
of action at certain times, in this influential publication from late in Darwin’s 
career.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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