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Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy

Seneca’s plays, which include Hercules Furens, Phaedra, Medea and Oedipus,
were widely read during the Elizabethan era, and had an important influence
on the dramatists of the time, including Shakespeare, Kyd , Marlowe and
Marston. This study examines Seneca’s Greek predecessors, his character,

life and times, and the nature and extent of his influence and legacy. Divided
into five sections, the book addresses in turn: the rise of Greek drama before
Seneca; Seneca’s character and temperament; Seneca’s tragedies; the different
dramatic forms in the centuries after Seneca; and the important influence of
Seneca on Elizabethan dramatists. Lucas provides close readings of a wide
range of plays, including Macbeth and The Spanish Tragedy, and places the
works in their historical context — Greek, Roman and Elizabethan.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring

scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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PREFATORY NOTE

So short a work hardly needs preface or preamble. I wish
only to express my indebtedness to Mr J. T. Sheppard
for his reading and invaluable criticism of the proofs, and
my hope that the book may be both of some definite use to
students of the Drama and of some general interest to a
wider circle of readers—in the Roman phrase of Lucilius—
“neque indoctissimis neque doctissimis.”

F.L.L.

KinG’s CoLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.
18 November 1921.
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