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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion
and science.

Natural Theology

William Paley (1743-1805), a British Christian apologist, argues for the
existence of God as the intelligent creator of the world in this, his last book,
published in 1802. He builds on early modern natural theology including the
works of John Ray, William Derham, and Bernard Nieuwentyt, and chooses
to ignore Hume, who had argued against design. Paley uses analogy and
metaphors, including a particularly well-written version of the ‘watchmaker
analogy; to prove that the world is designed and sustained by God. Most of
his examples are taken from medicine and natural history. This sixth edition
also contains a detailed bibliography, appendices on Paley’s courses, and
background notes on key figures. It was an influential best-seller throughout
the nineteenth century, read by theologians and scientists alike, and
reprinted in cheap editions. It inaugurated a tradition of natural theological
works, amongst them the Bridgewater Treatises (which also appear in this
series), and is a landmark of Western thought.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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TO

THE HONORABLE AND RIGHT REVEREND

SHUTE BARRINGTON, LL.D.

LORD BISHOP OF DURHAM.

MY LORD,

Tuz following Work was
undertaken at your Lordfhip’s recommen-
dation; and, amongft other motives, for
the purpofe of making the moft acceptable
return I could make for a great and im-
portant benefit conferred upon me.

It may be unneceflary, yet not, per-
haps, quite impertinent, to {late to your
Lordthip and to the reader, the feveral
inducements that have led me once more
to the prefs. The favor of my firft and
ever honored patron had put me in pof-
feflion of fo liberal a provifion in the
church, as abundantly to fatisfy my wants,

A and
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Vi DEDICATION.

and much to exceed my pretenfions.. Your
Lofdfh-ip’s munificence,in conjunétion with
that of fome other excellent Prelates, who
regarded my fervices with the partiality
with which your Lordfhip was pleafed to
confider them, hath fince placed me in ec-
clefiaftical fituations, more than adequate to
every objett of reafonable ambition. In
the mean time, a weak, and, of late, a
painful ftate of health, deprived me of the
power of difcharging the duties of my fta-
tion, in a manner at all {uitable, either to
my fenfe of thofe duties, or to my moft
anxious wifhes concerning them. My in-
ability for the public funtions of my pro-
feflion, amongft other confequences, left
me much at leifure. That leifure was not
to be loft. It was only in my ftudy that I
could repair my deficiencies in the church,
It was only through the prefs that I could
{peak. Thefe circumftances, in particu-
lar, entitled your Lordfhip to call upon
me for the only fpecies of exertion of

which
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which I was capable, and difpofed me
without hefitation to obey the call 1n the
beft manner that I could. In the choice
of a fubjet I had no place left for doubt:
in faying which, I do not {o much refer,
either to the fupreme importance of the
fubjett, or to any fcepticifm concerning it
with which the prefent times are charged,
as I do, to its connecttion with the fubjects
treated of in my former publications. The
following difcuflion alone was wanted ta
make up my works into a fyltem: in which
works, fuch as they are, the public have now
before them, the evidences of natural rel -
gion, the evidences of revealed religion,
and an account of the duties that refult
from both. It is of {mall importance, that
they have been written in an order, the
very reverfe of that in which they ought
tobe read. I commend therefore the pre-
fent volume to your Lordfhip’s prote “tion,
not only as, in all probability, my laft

A2 labor,
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Viii DEDICATION,

labor, but as the completion of a con-
fitent and comprehenfive defign.
Hitherto, My Lord, I have been {peak-
ing of myf{elf, and not of my Patron. Your
Lord(hip wants not the teftimony of a de-
dication; nor any teftimony from me:
I confult therefore the impulfe of my own
mind alone when I declare, that in no re-
fpett has my intercourfe with your Lord-
fhip been more gratifying to me, than in
the opportunities, which it has afforded
me, of obferving your earneft, attive, and
unwearied folicitude, for the advancement

of fubftantial Chriftianity ; a {olicitude,
neverthelefs, accompanied with that can-

dor of mind, which {uffers no fubordinate
differences of opinion, when there is a
coincidence in the main intention and ob-
jet, to produce any alienation of efteem,
or diminution of favor. It is fortunate for
a country, and honorable to its govern-
ment, when qualities and difpofitions like

9 | thele
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thefe are placed in high and influencing
ftations.  Such is the fincere judgment
which I have formed of your Lordfhip’s
charalter, and of its public value: my
perfonal obligations I can never forget.
Under a due fenfe of both thefe confidera-
tions, I beg leave to fubfcribe myf{elf, with
great refpect and gratitude,

My Lorbp,

Your Lordfhip’s faithful

And moft devoted fervant,

Bifbop Wearmouth, WILLIAM PALEY.
Fuly 1802.
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