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studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

With Thackeray in America

The British painter Eyre Crowe, through words and illustrations, chronicled
his six-month American tour with William Makepeace Thackeray. Crowe
accompanied Thackeray in the unfamiliar role of his secretary during
Thackeray’s U.S. lecture circuit in 1852-3, and his illustrated account was
published in 1893 - thirty years after the writer’s death — under the title,
With Thackeray In America. Crowe relates that the renowned writer asked
him to accompany him for the simple reason that ‘Six months tumbling
about the world will do you no harm’ A lasting and memorable partnership
was formed, and the details of the adventure were preserved in Crowe’s
humorous running commentary as well as in his art.
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inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
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single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
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PREFACE

ArrL readers of Thackeray know his delightful
imaginary conversation-verses between “The Pen and
the Album,” written before his travels in the United
States, and the concluding lines : —

“ Stranger ! I never writ a flattery,
Nor sign’d the page that register’d a lie.”

“The faithful old Gold Pen,” to which he assigns
these two noble qualifications of unswerving truthful-
ness, and which he then adds had served him already
for three long years in making his sketches, was part of
his equipment of materials taken to the States. When
it was not in his own grasp he allowed me to take
it up for my sketching lucubrations, which were for
the most part executed with its wondrously flexible
and seemingly indestructible mnib. e was so far
pleased with my efforts that, not content with show-
ing them to our American friends, who also nodded
approvingly over their sometimes grotesque yet faith-
ful renderings of every-day scemes as they struck a
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viil PREFACE

newcomer's fancy, he urged me to make a selection
from them, and to forward them to London for publica-
tion in an illustrated periodical. Whether they ever
reached their destination I forgot to ascertain on my
return. This neglect on my part I now lament, as
among the drawings was one of the Washington
House of Representatives, with a portrayal of the
different members sitting at their semi-circularly-
placed desks, fronting the Speaker’s Chair, over which
soared majestically the American eagle. This loss
must be my apology for omitting from this collection
any representation of the holders of the great politi-
cal helm of the States. Perhaps the chance owner
may hereafter let me know of its whereabouts, and
in case of future editions, if any, kindly allow me to
repalr the gap.

Whilst contrasting the scenes delineated forty
years ago with subsequent accounts which have
reached us in numberless books of travel, not to
mention the useful successive “Appleton Guide”
editions, I have been struck with the appositeness
of Carlyle’s epithet applied to progressive Columbia,
as “the mneverresting locomotive country.” What
was then fact may now seem to border on fiction.
But, for my own part, I trust that this may be ac-
cepted as a record of actual life imbued with the
subtle spirit of truth flowing from “the faithful old
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PREFACE ix

Gold Pen,” and not belying the honest character
ascribed to it by the owner.

I may take this opportunity of here thanking my
kind friend Mr. Wemyss Reid, who encouraged me to
publish these sketches and their accompanying text.

The Illustrated London News printed a very few of
the 1illustrations in the old familiar wood-cut manner,
now superseded for the most part by other facsimile
processes, justifying their re-insertion here. House-
hold Words also published my account of the Vir-
ginian slave sale, which has now been amplified with
incidents there omitted for the sake of brevity.
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