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The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already
been home to Britons, Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries.
Cambridge University was founded soon afterwards and celebrates its
octocentenary in 2009. This series explores the history and influence
of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning, and discovery, its
contributions to national and global politics and culture, and its
inevitable controversies and scandals.

Cambridge Compositions

Original composition in classical languages was an important and
much admired skill in the Victorian education system. In public
schools and university Classics courses it was a key part of the
curriculum, not only teaching the structure of the ancient languages
themselves, but also honing rhetorical skills. This 1899 anthology

of selections from English literature translated into Greek and Latin
prose and verse includes contributions from a whole generation of late
Victorian classical scholars at Cambridge: Sir Richard Claverhouse
Jebb and his successor as Regius Professor of Greek, Henry Jackson,
James Adam, editor of Plato o, Samuel Butcher, founder of the English
Classical Association and President of the British Academy in 1909-
10, a number of younger scholars and even one female lecturer. This
would have been a model volume for Victorian students and remains
useful today for those wanting to improve both comprehension and
composition in the classical languages.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing
of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints
of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could
not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of
books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high
quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world.
The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will
remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple
copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books
of enduring scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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PREFACE.

THE editors gratefully acknowledge their obligations
to all who have placed at their disposal materials for this
volume. In the selection, as it is designed to meet the
practical needs of schoolmasters and to provide an ad-
vanced course of composition, preference has been given to
short and simple passages for translation, showing con-
siderable variety of style and subject, yet at the same
time some affinity to the classical models. Longer poems,
extracts suited for translation in the less familiar metres
and dialects, abstruse or intractable specimens of English
prose have been sparingly introduced. The fair copies, now
for the first time published, have been carefully revised with
the general aim of ensuring correctness; but in regard to
orthography no rigid uniformity has been enforced.

Finally the editors desire to express their thanks to
those authors who have courteously permitted them to
reprint passages from their own works, namely, to Mr
Andrew Lang, the Right Hon. W. E. H. Lecky, M.P.,
Dr James Martineau, Mr A. C. Swinburne, and Mr
William Watson : also to the following gentlemen acting
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vi PREFACE

as literary executors, Mr C. Baxter for R. L. Stevenson ;
Mr E. E. Bowen for his brother Lord Bowen ; Mr Cockerell
and Mr F. 8. Ellis for William Morris; Mr A, Egmont
Hake and Mr H. Wilson Hake for their father Dr T. G.
Hake; Mr Aldis Wright for Edward FitzGerald, and Messrs
Macmillan with him as part-owner of copyright; also to
Mr W. M. Meredith as representing Mr George Meredith.

They would also thank Messrs Chatto and Windus
for information and assistance; Messrs Richard Bentley
and Son for permitting the publication of a passage
from Lord Dalling; Messrs Ellis and Elvey, lines by
D. G. Rossetti; Mr John Lane, lines by William Watson ;
Messrs Longmans, Green and Co., passages by W. N.
Massey, &. W. Prothero, J. A. Froude and S. R. Gardiner;
Messrs Macmillan and Co., passages by Lord Tennyson,
Matthew Arnold, A. H. Clough, John Morley and Henry
Sidgwick ; Messrs Smith, Elder and Co., passages from
Robert Browning and Mrs Browning.
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CORRIGENDA.
P. 57, line 17, for coenosa read caenosa
, 373, ,, 20, dele {doas énow
» 373, ,, 38, for &xot read axoln
,, 445, ,, 20, for dmoxpduevas read dmoxpwuévas
. 479, ,, 5, for sAnpbvopor read xAnpovouot
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