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The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already been home to Britons,
Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries. Cambridge University was founded soon
afterwards and celebrates its octocentenary in 2009. This series explores the history and
influence of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning, and discovery, its contributions to
national and global politics and culture, and its inevitable controversies and scandals.

Archives of the University of Cambridge

Published in 1962, this account of the University Archives at Cambridge will be of particular
importance to those interested in the history of the University. The first part describes the
growth of the archives from their beginnings in the thirteenth century and the changes of
fortune they have undergone during that time. Part two provides a survey of the archives,
placing the main groups in the context of the University. The authors show how the more
important classes of archives developed and the places they occupied in the workings of the
administration. There are three appendices: a brief summary of the classes mentioned and
the dates they cover; a list of muniments of title to landed property; and a bibliography listing
published works which have contained or incorporated records from the Archive. There are
sixteen illustrations from the Archives themselves.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library, and
guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using
state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of
each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp
image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring scholarly value
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and
technology.
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PREFACE

It is now nearly fifty years since the Oxford University Press published A Lecture
on the History of the University Archives, based on one which R. L. Poole, at
that time keeper of the archives in the university of Oxford, had given in the
Ashmolean Museum. No corresponding account of the archives of Cambridge
university has hitherto been published, and this volume is in part an attempt to
supply that deficiency. An account of the growth of, and vicissitudes of fortune
suffered by, the university muniments in the six centuries of their recorded history,
given as a lecture to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society in 1951 by Mrs C. P.
Hall, forms the genesis of Part 1.

Part II has its origin in a summary guide to the university archives, planned by
Miss H. E. Peek, which should set each of the main groups of records within its
context of the ancient practice, policies, and traditional ceremonies of the uni-
versity. The present survey attempts to show the development of the more important
classes of archives and their place in the workings of the administration which
produced them. It is supplemented by a brief conspectus of the classes mentioned
and their covering dates and by a list of muniments of title to landed property,
arranged topographically. Finally, a bibliography indicates which records have
already been printed /n extenso or in calendar form, and gives a selection, mainly
of modern works, which have drawn upon them for source material.

We wish to thank Professor B. Dickins, Professor M. D. Knowles, Mr W. A.
Pantin, Sir Sydney Roberts, and Mr John Saltmarsh for their kindness in reading
the whole of the text, and for suggesting various improvements, and Professor
Dickins for reading the proofs. To Dr J. P. C. Roach we owe a special debt of
gratitude. He has given unsparingly both of his time and of his wide knowledge
of the history of the university, and his helpful suggestions have saved us from many
pitfalls. We are most grateful to Mr H. C. Whalley-Tooker for reading the
chapters on the Records of the University Courts and the Records of University
Jurisdiction in the Town of Cambridge; to Dr D. F. McKenzie for help with the
chapter on the Press; to Mt C. K. Phillips, deputy treasurer, and Mr A. D. Austin,

vil
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PREFACE

the treasurer’s clerk, for their kindness in reading the chapter on the financial
records; to Mr L. C. Hector of the Public Record Office, London, who has given
ready assistance over one or two problems connected with the presentation of the
illustrations, and to Mr W. G. Rawlings, of the University Library, who has
handled the photography with his customary care and skill. We are grateful also
to Miss M. E. Raven, assistant to the keeper, for her patience and help with much
detailed checking, and to Miss J. M. Lipscombe of the University Registry,
and the staff of the General Board for much help with the typing. Two mem-
bers of our respective families, Mrs Veronica D. Hughes and Mr P. G. Hall,
deserve our gratitude for their encouragement and forbearance over the long
period of the book’s preparation. We wish also to express our gratitude to the
publishers for all the trouble and care which they have taken while the book has
been going through the press.

H.E.P.

1 December 1961 C.P.H.
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