
Literary studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary 
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of 
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early 
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable 
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies. 

Character and Symbol in Shakespeare’s Plays
First published in 1962, Matthews’ study examines the symbolic elements 
which persistently recur in Shakespeare’s plays. The book focuses on the 
traditional material from medieval and sixteenth-century drama which 
seems to have been present in Shakespeare’s mind as he worked, and which, 
Matthews argues, inspired significant themes which resonate throughout the 
plays. Divided into three parts, the book addresses in turn the concept of sin, 
the opposition of justice and mercy and the hope of redemption. Matthews 
investigates these motifs and their currency in Elizabethan England, and 
traces their presence in Shakespeare’s created worlds with detailed reference 
to a wide range of the plays. Awareness of them provides fruitful avenues for 
the interpretation of the plays, and sheds light on Shakespeare’s motives and 
methods.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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