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The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already
been home to Britons, Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries.
Cambridge University was founded soon afterwards and celebrates its
octocentenary in 2009. This series explores the history and influence
of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning, and discovery, its
contributions to national and global politics and culture, and its
inevitable controversies and scandals.

Ceremonies of the University of Cambridge

The formal ceremonies at Cambridge University can seem esoteric
and baftling to newcomers and visitors. This 1926 publication
answers questions including: what happens during the installation

of the Chancellor of the University? What were the historical duties
of the Proctors? When and why did the square cap worn by the
undergraduate originate? Who are the Esquire Bedells, and what is
the traditional order at Degree Congregations? H. P. Stokes attends in
turn to the main topics surrounding Cambridge traditions, including
points of etiquette, historical origins, important personnel and
academic dress. Clearly organised for ease of reference, the book is also
illustrated throughout with historical photographs.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing
of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints
of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could
not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of
books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high
quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world.
The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will
remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple
copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books
of enduring scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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PREFATORY NOTE

ALTHOUGH this book takes some account of the
changes brought about by the New Statutes, it refleéts
in the main the procedure prior to 1 O&ober 1926.
The writer desires to express his obligations to the
late Vice-Chancellor (Dr Seward, Mater of Downing
College), to the Rev. the Master of Corpus (Dr
Pearce), to the Magter of Chri&t’s (Sir A. Shipley), to
the late Regiftrary (Dr Keynes), to his successor
(Mr E. Harrison), to the Senior Esquire Bedell
(Mr R. Hamblin Smith), to Mr S. C. Roberts, to
Mr S. Gaselee (for special help), and to the courteous
officials at the various University buildings.
Indebtedness is also acknowledged to many former
officials—Esquire Bedells and Regiftraries—who have
left memoranda: notably to Matthew Stokes and to John
Buck, whose Mss were printed by Dean Peacock in
his Observations, etc. (1840). It is usual specially to
mention Adam Wall, of Chri§t’s, who in 1798 issued
a volume on University Ceremonies, and Henry Gun~
ning, who re-edited the same in 1828; but these writers
failed to recognise their obligations to John Bevetley,
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vi PREFATORY NOTE

another member of the same college, who had already
in 1788 published .An Account of the different Ceremonies
observed in the Senate House, etc.

An admirable article on the same subje&t was com-
piled by Dr Tanner, in that remarkable volume, The
HiStorical RegiSter of the University of Cambridge.

The writer is also indebted to Country Life for the
loan of the block of the Vice-Chancellor’s Rings.

H. P. S.

1926
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and Colleges of Cambridge. By W. H. St J. Hope

The Senate House facing p. s
As shown on the medals §ruck at the infallation
of the Duke of Northumberland as Chancellor in

1840

The Essex Cup Sacing p. 6
From a photograph in the possession of Sir Arthur
Shipley

The Vice-Chancellor’s Rings facing p. 8

From a photograph in the possession of Sir Arthur
Shipley, fir&t reproduced in Country Life

A Junior Pro&or with his “bull-dogs™ facing p. 15
From a photograph of Mr H. G. Comber, D.S.O.

An Esquire Bedell (1815) with 2 Yeoman

Bedell facing p. 20
From Ackermann’s Hisfory of the University

The Maces Sacing p. 22
From a photograph in the possession of Sir Arthur
Shipley

Admission of the Senior Wrangler in 1842 facing p. 31
From the drawing by R. B. Harraden

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108002325

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00232-5 - Ceremonies of the University of Cambridge

H. P. Stokes
Frontmatter
More information

X ILLUSTRATIONS

Presentation of the Wooden Spoon
The la§t Wooden Spoon

By permission. From a photograph lent by A. W.

Ciisp and Co.
The University Chest
The Taxors

The Mayor and Corporation paying hom.

age to the University Authorities
From the Hare ms in the Registry

The Arms and Motto of the University

facing p. 32
facing p. 34

facing p. 72
facing p. 76

p- 82

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108002325

