
Cambridge
The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already been home 
to Britons, Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries. Cambridge University 
was founded soon afterwards and celebrates its octocentenary in 2009. This series 
explores the history and influence of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning, 
and discovery, its contributions to national and global politics and culture, and its 
inevitable controversies and scandals. 

Later Victorian Cambridge
This is the last of four books on the history of Cambridge University by the 
distinguished historian and Fellow of Trinity College D.A. Winstanley. First 
published in 1947, the year of his death, it covers the period from 1860 to 1882, 
when new University Statutes resulting from the recent Royal Commission were 
implemented in the face of considerable opposition. The author records with 
evident satisfaction that during this period a number of important reforms were 
finally achieved. Meticulously researched and documented, the book is far from 
being a dry account of committees and accounts. Winstanley’s energy, enthusiasm, 
and taste for quirky detail is evident throughout, as he describes allegations of a 
college Mastership obtained ‘by crooked means’, the University’s power to arrest 
and imprison young women on the merest suspicion of prostitution, the reasons 
behind the ban on college Fellows marrying, how the stringent religious tests were 
eventually relaxed, and how educational standards were raised by a raft of measures 
including better teaching, restructured subject areas, and tougher examinations. 
This book remains a valuable resource for historians of Cambridge University and 
of educational policy and reform more generally. As G.M. Trevelyan states in his 
‘memorial note’ at the beginning of the book, ‘Cambridge is much indebted to 
Winstanley for supplying it with a full and scholarly record of its growth. For all 
time to come reference may be made to this work with confidence in its fairness, 
wisdom, and accuracy.’
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-
print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still 
sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing 
House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are 
processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the 
high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The 
latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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