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The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already been home
to Britons, Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries. Cambridge University
was founded soon afterwards and celebrates its octocentenary in 2009. This series
explores the history and influence of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning,
and discovery, its contributions to national and global politics and culture, and its
inevitable controversies and scandals.

The University of Cambridge in the Eighteenth Century

In this 1922 book, the first of four on the history of Cambridge in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, D.A. Winstanley, a Fellow of Trinity College and leading
historiographer, explored the close ties between the academic and political worlds
in the mid-eighteenth century. The book focuses on the role and achievements of
the Duke of Newcastle, a Whig politician, as Chancellor of the University during
the period 1748 to 1768. It makes extensive use of primary sources including the
Duke’s own records, which provide valuable documentation not only about his own
activities but also about wider issues. Winstanley gives a detailed account of the
inner working structures of the university and the colleges, introduces some of the
most significant Cambridge personalities, and assesses the Duke’s contribution to
the university’s development. His book remains of lasting interest to historians of
education and the university.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-
print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still
sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing
House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are
processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the
high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The
latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE

T is sometimes assumed that the University of
Cambridge in the eighteenth century led an iso-
lated existence, remote from the stream of the national
life; and that its numerous deficiencies were due to its
immunity from external interference and its freedom
to wallow in its sin. This generalisation is however
more sweeping than accurate; and is certainly quite
untrue of that part of the century when the Duke of
Newcastle was Chancellor of the university. The
following narrative, which can be briefly described as
an account of Newcastle’s activities as Chancellor, at-
tempts to show that, at least as long as the Duke was
a power in Cambridge, the connection between the
academic and political worlds, instead of being non-
existent, was in reality much too close and intimate to
be salutary, and that the university was very far from
being left to itself. The abuses were many, but they
were not exclusively of home manufacture, and the
politicians must shoulder their portion of the blame.

Use has been made of the Newcastle, Hardwicke,
and Cole manuscripts in the British Museum; and in
defence of the rather numerous extracts from these
papers, it can be pleaded that events are generally most
vividly described by those who have taken part in them.
It is obvious that such a method does not make for
brevity, but possibly the loss of conciseness may be
compensated for by increase of interest.

I am glad to have this opportunity of expressing my
great gratitude to my friends, Sir Geoffrey Butler,
Fellow of Corpus Christi College, and Mr A. F. Schol-
field, Librarian of Trinity College, for very much
needed assistance most generously given; and for the
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vi PREFACE

sake of the few who may have read an appendix to an
earlier work I should mention that a more careful and
complete study of the manuscript authorities has shown
me that my previous account of the contest between
Lord Hardwicke and Lord Sandwich for the High
Stewardship of the university was unfortunately not
free from serious inaccuracies. It is to be hoped that
the description given in the following pages of that
fierce struggle more closely approximates to the truth.

D. AW,

CAMBRIDGE,
September 1922
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