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PREFACE.

HE following pages contain an account of the
development of the study of mathematics in the
university of Cambridge, and the means by which
proficiency in that study was at various times tested.
The general arrangement is as follows.

The first seven chapters are devoted to an enume-
ration of the more eminent Cambridge mathematicians,
arranged chronologically. I have in general contented
myself with mentioning the subject-matter of their more
important works, and indicating the methods of exposition
which they adopted, but I have not attempted to give
a detailed analysis of their writings. These chapters
necessarily partake somewhat of the nature of an index.
A few remarks on the general characteristics of each
period are given in the introductory paragraphs of the
chapter devoted to it; and possibly for many readers
this will supply all the information that is wanted.

The following chapters deal with the manner in which
at different times mathematics was taught, and the
means by which proficiency in the study was tested.
The table of contents will shew how they are arranged.
Some knowledge of the constitution, organization and
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vi PREFACE.

general history of the university is, in my opinion, essen-
tial to any who would understand the way in which
mathematics was introduced into the university curri-
culum, and its relation to other departments of study.
I have therefore added in chapter XI. (as a sort of
appendix) a very brief sketch of the general history of
the university for any of my readers who may not be
acquainted with the larger works which deal with that
subject. I hope that the addition of that chapter and of
the similar chapter dealing with the organization of
studies in the mediseval university will sufficiently justify
me in the use in the earlier chapters of various technical
words, such as regents, caput, tripos, prevaricator, &c.

I have tried to give references in the footnotes to the
authorities on which I have mainly relied. In the few
cases where no reference is inserted, I have had to
compile my account from various sources, Of the nu-
merous dictionaries of biography which I have consulted
the only ones which have proved of much use are the
Biographica Britannica, six volumes, London, 1747—66
(second edition, enlarged, letters 4 to Fas only, five
volumes, 1778—938); the Penny Cyclopaedia, twenty-seven
volumes, London, 1833—43; J. C. Poggendorff’s Biogra-
phisch-Literarisches Handwdrterbuch zur Geschichte der
exacten Wissenschaften, two volumes, Leipzig, 1868; and
the new Dictionary of national biography, which at pre-
sent only contains references to those whose names com-
mence with one of the early letters of the alphabet.
To these four works I have been constantly indebted :
I have found them almost always reliable, and very useful,
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PREFACE. vii

not only where no other accounts were available, but also
for the verification of such biographical notes as I had
given, and often for the addition of other details to them.

No one who has not been engaged in such a work can
imagine how difficult it is to settle many a small point, or
how persistently mistakes if once printed are reproduced
in every subsequent account. In spite of the care I have
taken I have no doubt that there are some omissions and
errors in the following pages; and I shall thankfully
accept notices of additions or corrections which may occur
to any of my readers.

W. W. ROUSE BALL.

Trmviry CoLrEee, CAMBRIDGE.
May, 1889.
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ERRATA.

Page 14, line 8, After under insert the.
Page 34, line 8. For powers read power.

Page 88, lines 3 and 5. For Bulialdus read Bullialdus.
Page 91, line 12. For seventeenth read eighteenth,

Page 92, line 4 from end, and page 95, line 5 from end. For Lahire

read La Hire.
Page 115, line 12. For His read Cavendish’s.

Page 183, line 20. For T. Bowstead read Joseph Bowstead.
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