
Cambridge
The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already 
been home to Britons, Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries. 
Cambridge University was founded soon afterwards and celebrates its 
octocentenary in 2009. This series explores the history and influence 
of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning, and discovery, its 
contributions to national and global politics and culture, and its 
inevitable controversies and scandals. 

A History of the Study of 
Mathematics at Cambridge

For centuries, Cambridge University has attracted some of the world’s 
greatest mathematicians. This 1889 book gives a compelling account of 
how mathematics developed at Cambridge from the middle ages to the 
late nineteenth century, from the viewpoint of a leading scholar based 
at Trinity College who was closely involved in teaching the subject. The 
achievements of notable individuals including Newton and his school 
are set in the context of the history of the university, its sometimes 
uneasy relationship with the town community, the college system, and 
the origin and growth of the mathematical tripos.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing 
of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints 
of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could 
not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of 
books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the 
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content 
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give 
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high 
quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. 
The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will 
remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple 
copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books 
of enduring scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the 
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1889
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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