
Music
The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description, 
analysis and criticism, by composers and performers, philosophers and 
anthropologists, historians and teachers, and by a new kind of scholar - 
the musicologist. This series makes available a range of significant works 
encompassing all aspects of the developing discipline.

A Theory of Harmony
The British composer John Stainer (1840-1901) was organist at St Paul’s 
Cathedral from 1872 to 1888, and in 1889 became Professor of Music at 
Oxford. In this third edition of A Theory of Harmony he ceased to call it 
a theory founded on the tempered scale, as he previously. He wrote in the 
Preface that he now believed the theory to be perfectly applicable to the 
system of just intonation. A further reason, in his view, was that the attitude 
of scientific men toward modern chromatic music had recently improved, 
as they could see that their system would never be adopted as long as 
it threatened the existence of a single masterpiece of musical literature. 
However, the system would be accepted when it rendered such works 
capable of more perfect performance. This influential Victorian textbook 
is now reissued for the benefit of those interested in nineteenth-century 
composition and analysis.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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A Theory of Harmony
With Questions and Exercises for the Use of 

Students

John Stainer

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-00187-8 - A Theory of Harmony
John Stainer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108001878
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRID GE UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,                                     
São Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108001878

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2009

This edition first published 1876
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-00187-8 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
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