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Henslow’s importance as Darwin’s mentor is well established. He
recommended Darwin for the post of naturalist on the Beagle and also
encouraged him to read Lyell’s pivotal geology text (also reissued in

this series). While professor of botany at Cambridge, Henslow nurtured
independent inquiry and acute observation in his students. These attributes
are evident in this liberally illustrated 1835 book, which also reveals the
influence of Candolle’s Théorie Elémentaire de la Botanique (1813) and
Physiologie Végétale (1832). Henslow’s book, like his meticulous research
papers and his innovative lectures, included focussed investigations on the
nature and stability of ‘species. Charles Darwin paid such close attention
that he became known as ‘the man who walks with Henslow’, and Henslow’s
teachings were to echo through Darwin’s writings, from his jottings in
notebooks on the Beagle onward. This reissue gives modern readers easy
access to the work of this inspirational scientist.
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importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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