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Books of enduring scholarly value

Cambridge

The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already been home to Britons,
Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries. Cambridge University was founded soon
afterwards and celebrates its octocentenary in 2009. This series explores the history and
influence of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning, and discovery, its contributions to
national and global politics and culture, and its inevitable controversies and scandals.

Specimens of Printing Types and Ornaments

First published in 1901, this is a rich repository of typefaces (including English, Greek, Latin,
Sanskrit, Arabic, Hebrew and Cyrillic), ornaments, borders and various decorative devices
used in books printed at the University Press, Cambridge, until 1900. Highlights of the
compilation include a wide range of historical typefaces (including Caslon, Marr, Figgins,
Blake, and Miller & Richards), stylish borders, corners and head and tail pieces, university
and college shields, and a detailed catalogue of Egyptian hieroglyphs. It also contains sections
on accented letters and signs, ‘poster founts’ and ornately styled initial letters. Prefaced with

a brief ‘Historical Sketch’ by J. W. Clark, a noted Cambridge academic and antiquarian,
Specimens is a valuable archive of the craft of lettering and design before the advent of the
digital age that will delight bibliophiles, typographers and collectors.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library, and
guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using
state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of
each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp
image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring scholarly value
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and
technology.
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HISTORICAL SKETCH

OF THE

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

5O a centre of National Education, such as the
: University of Cambridge has always been, a
Printing-press 1s as indispensable as a Library ;
and recent researches have shewn that printers,
more or less closely connected with the University,
have been established in Cambridge from very ancient times.
The earliest of these, so far as we know, is JoHN SIBERCH,
the friend of Erasmus, who printed books at Cambridge in
1521 and 1§22, Eight volumes only are recorded as the
products of his press ; but one of these claims to be the first
book printed in England in which Greek characters occur.
We do not know why SiBErcH ceased to print, or whether
his business was taken up by a successor. One thing, however,
is certain. The ruling party in the University were determined
to keep the production and sale of books so far as possible in
their own hands ; for in 1§29 we find them petitioning Cardinal
Wousey that “for the suppression of error’ there should be
three booksellers only allowed in Cambridge, who should be
sworn not to bring in or sell any book which had not first
been approved by the censors of books in the University. This
petition, evidently actuated more by a desire to exclude heresy
than to promote learning, did not take effect till 1534, when
Kinc Henry THE ErcHTH empowered the University to appoint
“three stationers or printers or sellers of books™ who might
print all manner of books approved by the Chancellor, or his

vicegerent, or three doctors.
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iv Historical Sketch

This royal grant no doubt marks the addition of a Printing-
press to the educational appliances of the University. But it
became, in practice, no more than a historical fact, without
consequences. The stationers were regularly appointed, but they
had no place to work in; while the strictness of the censorship
paralyzed the efforts of the authors who might have supplied
them with material. Books were sold at Cambridge, but none
were produced there for more than half a century.

Nor did matters improve when the University, in 1§83,
appointed TrHomas TrHomas, a learned man, and Fellow of
King’s College, to be University Printer. He set up a press,
and began to print a theological treatise by an author of un-
questionable orthodoxy, but suddenly the agents of the Stationers’
Company, then newly incorporated, appeared upon the scene,
seized the press, the plant, and all the printed sheets on which
they could lay hands. A bitter controversy ensued, which lasted,
with varying success, till the middle of the Commonwealth.
Then the University, emboldened by the turn which public affairs
had taken, determined to make another effort to obtain the free
use of their Press. A new departure was made in 1655, by the
appointment of Joun FieLp, “printer to the parliament.” He
had a press in London, which he continued to direct even after
his appointment in Cambridge. FierLp’s merits as a printer may
not have been great, but the selection of such a man is important
as shewing a determination on the part of the University to put
their affairs into the hands of a professional, rather than into
those of an amateur. Every chance of success was given to
FieLp. A lease of a suitable site opposite Queens’ College
was obtained, on which he built a Printing-house. It is worth
noting that this building, with additions, remained in use as
the Printing-office of the University until 1827.

These efforts, though well-intentioned, had but little stability ;
for in less than half a century afterwards we find a thorough
renovation of the Press in full progress, stimulated and directed
by the energy of Dr Ricuarp BenTLEY. An addition was made
to the buildings, new presses were procured, and new types were
imported from Holland. The cost of these improvements was
defrayed by a subscription, promoted, if not originated, by the
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Historical Sketch \Y

or soon afterwards, the University undertook to manage the
Press for itself, by the appointment of a body of Curators,
selected from the Heads of Colleges and Members of the Senate.
Henceforward every book printed was sanctioned directly by
them ; they determined the price per sheet, and among other
details appointed a competent person to correct the printed proofs
of each work undertaken. The scheme thus inaugurated was
no doubt successful, up to a certain point; the works issued,
either by the University itself, or by the booksellers allowed
to use the Press, were of permanent value; and the credit of
the University, as a patron of literature, was greatly advanced.
But the institution was badly managed from a pecuniary point
of view, and a heavy deficit ensued. Various expedients were
resorted to from time to time; but no real improvement
resulted until the present permanent Syndicate of the Press was
appointed in 1782.

The University Press of to-day, with its system of self-
government, and consequent prosperity, may date its existence
from 1782. The present buildings were begun soon afterwards,
but twenty years before part of the site had been secured on
which a warehouse was built in 1786. A large section of the
present buildings dates from 1827; but the first stone of the
building next Trumpington Street was not laid until 1831.
The funds were, to a considerable extent, provided by the
Committee appointed to erect a statue in London to the memory
of Mr Prrr. When it was found that the receipts would largely
exceed the expenses, it was agreed to offer the surplus to the
University which had already honoured Mr Pitt by a statue
in the Senate House and a Scholarship bearing his name, for
the enlargement of the Press. The name of Prtr, originally
restricted to the building then erected, is now commonly applied
to the whole Press.

J. W. CLLARK.

Fune, 1901
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