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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious
amounts of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-
speaking world by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment
philosophy and science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial
experience all brought new perspectives, lively debates and heated
controversies to the study of religion and its role in the world, many
of which continue to this day. This series explores the editing and
interpretation of religious texts, the history of religious ideas and
institutions, and not least the encounter between religion and science.

On the Power Wisdom and Goodness of God

The eight Bridgewater Treatises of the 1830s aimed to contribute to an
under-standing of the world as created by God. This, the first treatise,
by the Scottish mathematician and churchman Thomas Chalmers,
proposes an ‘argument for the character of the Deity, as grounded on
the laws and appearances of nature’. It sees harmonies between the
intellectual and material worlds as manifesting the hand of God in
their creation, anticipating aspects of today’s ‘intelligent design’ theory.
Part I includes chapters comparing virtuous and vicious personalities;
the concept of habit; how external nature is adapted to man’s moral
constitution; and how moral and intellectual aspects of mankind lead
to the civil and political well-being of society. Part II provides specific
examples of God’s design including happiness and the connection
between intellect, emotion and will, concluding that areas left as

open questions by science’s lack of proof are indications of divine
architecture.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108000727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00072-7 - On the Power Wisdom and Goodness of God
Thomas Chalmers

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing
of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints
of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could
not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of
books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high
quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world.
The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will
remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple
copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books
of enduring scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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THE BRIDGEWATER TREATISES
ON THE POWER WISDOM AND GOODNESS OF GOD

AS MANIFESTED IN THE CREATION

TREATISE I

THE ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO THE MORAL
AND INTELLECTUAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN
BY THE REV. T. CHALMERS D.D.

[THIRD EDITION]
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TO THE
RIGHT HONOURABLE AND RIGHT REVEREND

CHARLES JAMES,

LORD BISHOP OF LONDON.

MY LORD,

Your Lordship’s personal kindness to my-
self would alone have inclined me to solicit
for this work the honour of your patronage

and name.

But I must further confess the peculiar
satisfaction which I feel, in offering it as a
tribute and a public acknowledgment of
my admiration for an order of men, who,
more than all others, have enriched by their
labours the moral and theological literature
of England.
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vi DEDICATION.

In the prosecution of that arduous and
hitherto almost unattempted theme which
the late President of the Royal Society
has, by your Lordship’s recommendation,
assigned to me, I have derived greater aid
from the views and reasonings of Bishop
Butler, than I have been able to find
besides, in the whole range of our existent
authorship.

With his powerful aid I commenced the
high investigation to which your Lordship
has called me. To imagine that I have
completed it, would be to forget at once
the fulness of the Creation, and the finitude
of the Creature. Whatever the department
of Nature may be which we explore, in
quest of evidence for the perfections of its
Author, there is no Inquirer, though even
of the most transcendent powers, who shall
ever attain the satisfaction of having tra-
versed the whole length and breadth of
the land. He will have but entered and

proceeded a certain way, within the margin
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DEDICATION. vii

of a territory, whose riches are inexhaus-

tible.

That your Lordship may long continue,
by your zeal, and talents, and lofty eru-
dition, to sustain the honours, and to pro-
mote the vital good of our Religious Es-
tablishments in this empire, is the fervent

desire and prayer of
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obliged

and obedient Servant,

TaomAs CHALMERS.

Edin. May 13, 1833.
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NOTICE.

Tur series of Treatises, of which the present is one, is
published under the following circumstances :

The Ricutr Honourasre and Reverenb Francis
Henry, EarL of BRIDGEWATER, died in the month of
February, 1829 ; and by his last Will and Testament, bear-
ing date the 25th of February, 1825, he directed certain
Trustees therein named to invest in the public funds the
sum of Eight thousand pounds sterling; this sum, with
the accruing dividends thereon, to be held at the disposal
of the President, for the time being, of the Royal Society
of London, to be paid to the person or persons nominated
by him. The Testator further directed, that the person or
persons selected by the said President should be appointed
to write, print, and publish one thousand copies of a work
On the Power, Wisdom, and Goodness of God, as mani-
JSested in the Creation ; illustrating such work by all reason-
able arguments, as for instance the variety and formation of
God’s creatures in the animal, vegetable, and mineral king-
doms ; the effect of digestion, and thereby of conversion ;
the construction of the hand of man, and an infinite variety
of other arguments; as also by discoveries ancient and
modern, in arts, sciences, and the whole extent of (iterature.
He desired, moreover, that the profits arising from the sale
of the works so published should be paid to the wuthors of
the works.
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X

The late President of the Royal Society, Davies Gilbert,
Esq. requested the assistance of his Grace the Archbishop
of Canterbury and of the Bishop of London, in determining
upon the best mode of carrying into effect the intentions of
the Testator. Acting with their advice, and with the con-
currence of a nobleman immediately connected with the
deceased, Mr. Davies Gilbert appointed the following eight
gentlemen to write separate Treatises on the different
branches of the subject as here stated :

THE REV. THOMAS CHALMERS, D.D.
PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.
ON THE POWER, WISDOM, AND GOODNESS OF GOD
AS MANIFESTED IN THE ADAPTATION
OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO THE MORAL AND
INTELLECTUAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN.

JOHN KIDD, M.D. F.R. 8.
RECIUS PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE IN THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.
ON THE ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO THE
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF MAN.

THE REV. WILLIAM WHEWELL, M. A. F.R.S.
FELLOW OF TRINITY COLLEGL, CAMBRIDGE.
ASTRONOMY AND GENERAL PHYSICS CONSIDERED WITH
REFERENCE TO NATURAL THEOLOGY.

SIR CHARLES BELL, K.G.H. F.R.S. L.&E.
THE HAND: ITS MECHANISM AND VITAL ENDOWMENTS
AS EVINCING DESIGN.

PETER MARK ROGET, M.D.

FELLOW OF AND SECRETARY TO THE ROYAL SOCILTY.

ON ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE PHYSIOLOGY.
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xi

THE REV. WILLIAM BUCKLAND, D.D.F.R.S.

CANON OF CHRIST CHURCH, AND PROFESSOR OF GEOLOGY IN THE
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

ON GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY.

THE REV. WILLIAM KIRBY, M. A. F.R.S.
ON THE HISTORY, HABITS, AND INSTINCTS OF ANIMALS.

WILLIAM PROUT, M.D. F.R.S.

ON CHEMISTRY, METEOROLOGY, AND THE FUNCTION
OF DIGESTION.

His RovarL Hicungss tue DUkE oF Sussex, Presi-
dent of the Royal Society, having desired that no unneces-
sary delay should take place in the publication of the
above mentioned treatises, they will appear at short inter-
vals, as they are ready for publication.
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