
Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious 
amounts of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-
speaking world by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment 
philosophy and science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial 
experience all brought new perspectives, lively debates and heated 
controversies to the study of religion and its role in the world, many 
of which continue to this day. This series explores the editing and 
interpretation of religious texts, the history of religious ideas and 
institutions, and not least the encounter between religion and science. 

History of the Conflict between 
Religion and Science

This fascinating text, first published in 1875, is a key early example 
of the conflict thesis. This theory expounds the premise of an 
intrinsic conflict between science and religion, and is archetypal 
of one aspect of this late-Victorian debate. Draper asserts that 
science has reached a point where its threat to traditional teachings 
can no longer be ignored, and he offers this history as a means to 
understanding both the interaction between religion and science and 
their perpetual opposition. He covers examples of this relationship, 
from Christianity’s origins to the then contemporary crisis of church 
division and the Prussian-Austrian war, and also examines in turn 
what both Christianity and science have done for modern civilisation. 
Discussions of the central points of crossover and change in the history 
of science and Christianity lead to the conclusion that for religion to 
survive it must accept fact and reason.

C A M B R I D G E  L I B R A R Y  C O L L E C T I O N
Books of enduring scholarly value

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-00069-7 - History of the Conflict between Religion and Science
John William Draper
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108000697
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing 
of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints 
of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could 
not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of 
books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the 
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content 
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give 
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high 
quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. 
The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will 
remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple 
copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books 
of enduring scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the 
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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