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A CONCISE and ACCURATE

DESCRTIPTION

OF THE

UNIVERSITY, TOWN,

AND

COUNTYor CAMBRIDGE.

INTRODUCTION.
THE great number of fine things, as build<

ings, walks, books, printed and manufcript,
prints, foffils, &c. to be feen in fo eafy a manner
at Cambridge, occafions a confiderable refort of
company; and though few can be fuppofed to
come there, who have not a relation or friend in
that learned body, who will take a pleafure in
fhewing them the place to the beft advantage; yet
as travelling is moftly performed in the fummer,
when the members of the univerfity are in gene-
ral retired from:it, the ftranger may often receive
lefs pleafure and information, than he had reafon
to expe&t, To remedy this, is the defign of the
10 A follow-
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2 A DESCRIPTION OF THE

following pages: fome things may not fuit the
tafte of even the moft curious vifitor; thofe that
are thought moft likely to give general fatisfaction,
are moft infifted on; and all fuch may be feen in
the beft manner, and leaft fatigue, in a fingle walk,
by beginning at St. Mary’s church, or the fenate-
houfe: it may however be proper to take a fer-
vant from the inn, to look up the perfon that
thews the next place, whilft the company are en-
gaged in viewing the former.

ORIGIN, &c. or Tue UNIVERSITY.

Origin. As to the origin of the univerfity of Cambridge,
it is faid, that one Cantaber, a Spaniard, 270
years before Chrift, firft founded it ; and that Sige-
bert, king of the Eaft Angles, reftored it, anno
Chrifti 630. However, it was probably a feat
of learning foon after the eftablithment of the
Chriftian religion in this ifland, in the fourth cen-
tury by Conftantine the Great; but deftroyed by
the pagan Saxons, and afierwards by the ]gancs,
and lay in ruins many years; till all things revived
under the Norman government: when it became
{o famous, that the Conqueror committed the in-
ftruction of his youngeft fon, afterwards King
Henry L. to the governors of this learned body,
who improved fo much under his Cambridge ti-
tors, that he ever after obtained the additional
name of Beauclerk, or the learned ftudent.

Formerly the ftudents hired halls or hotels, for
their exercifes and difputations, of the town{men,
and lodged or boarded in the townfmen’s houfes.
The profperity of thefe hotels or halls induced the
lovers of learning to provide better for the fub-
fiftence both of the profeflors and the convenience
of ftudents ; whereupon they buitt colleges, the firft

of
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 3

of which appears to have been erefled in the reign
of Henry III. The hotel or hally denominated
Pythagoras’s {chool, a very ancient building, fitu-
ate weft of the river, occupied by a farmer, that
rents it of Merton college, Oxford, is one of
the few ancient hotels that ftill remains undc-
molifhed.

It now confifts of fixteen colleges and halls, is a Prefent
corperation in itfelf, and fends two members to *3te:
parliament; which privilege was granted by king
James I. It is governed, 1. By a CHANCELLOR,
who is always fome nobleman, and may be changed
every three years, or continued longer by the ta=
cit confent of the univerfity. 2. By a2 Hicu
STEW ARD; chofen by the Senate, and holding his
office by patent. from the univerfity. 3. By a
VICE-CHANCELLOR, who is the head of fome col-
lege or hall, and chofen yearly on the fourth of
November, by the body of the univerfity, out of
two perfons nominated by the. heads of colleges.
4. By two ProcToRs, chofen annually on the
tenth of O&ober, who muft be mafters of arts:
they attend to the difcipline and behaviour of the
undergraduates and bachelors, read the graces,
and take the votes in the white-hood houfe.
5. By two T axoRrs, chofen in the like manner as
the proltors, and with them are clerks of the
market, and have cognizance of weights and mea-
fures: they were originally intended to tax or
fix the rent of the houles, let to the {cholars for
their refidence. Here are alfo, two MODERATORS,
who {uperintend the exercifes and difputations in
philofophy, and the examinations previous to the
degree of bachelor of arts: this they do as {ubfti-
tutes or afliftants to the pro&ors, who appoint
and pay them. Two ScruraTors, whofe of-
fice is only te read the graces and take the votcsf
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4 A DESCRIPTION OF THE

of the black-hood houfe, to which they always
belong. A Commissary, who is an affiftant or
afleflor to thevice-chancellor in his court, {much
the fame as a recorder is to a mayor, or a chan-
cellor to a bithop.) A Pusric OraTOR, who
is the mouth of the univerfity on public occafions,
writes their letters, prefents noblemen to their de-
grees with a fpeech, &c. The CaruT, (which
confifts of the vice-chancellor, a doétor of divinity,
a door of laws, a doétor of phyfic, a regent and
non-regent mafters of arts, who are chofen yearly
on the twelfth of O&ober,) are to confider and
determine what graces are proper to be brought
before the body of the univerfity; and every one of
the caput have 2 negative voice. All graces muft
firft pafs the caput before they can be propofed to
the fcnate.  Two LiBRARIANS, 2 REGISTRAR,
three Esquire BEapLes, &c.  Here are likewife
Profeffors in Divinity, Civil Law, Phyfic, Ca~
fuiftry, Hebrew, Greek, Arabic, Mathematics,
Philofophy, Aftronomy, Anatomy, Chemiftry,
Botany, Modern Hiftory, Common Law, Foffils,
and N(uﬁc.

The whole number of fcllows in the univerfity
is 406, and of fcholars 666; befides which there
are 236 inferior officers and fervants of various
kinds, who arc maintained upon the foundation,
‘Thefc, however, arc not all the ftudents of the
univerfity; there are befides the above, two other
orders, called penfioners, the greater and the lefs:
the greater penfioners are the young nobility, and
gentlemen of fortune, who are called fellow-com-
moncrs, becaufe they dine with the fellows ; the lefs
are dieted with the fcholars ; but both live at their
ownexpence. There is alfo a confiderable number
of fcholars of inferior fortune, called fizars: thefe,
though not abfolutely of the toundations, are capa-

ble
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 5

ble of receiving many benefactions, called exhibi-
tions; which aflift them greatly in paffing through
an expenfive education; and frequently by merit
}hey fucceed to the higheft honours in the univer-
ity.
The ftudents according to their ftanding, and
proficiency in learning, are entitled to the degrees
of bachelor and mafter of arts, bachelor and doétor
in divinity, phylic and law. The time required
by the ftatutes for ftudying in the univerfity, be-
fore each can be qualified for taking the faid de-
grees, is four years for a bachelor of arts, and three
more for a mafter of arts; feven years after that
he may commence bachelor of divinity, and then
feven years more are required to take the degree
of do¢tor in divinity. But in law and phyfic a
ftudent may commence bachelor after five years
ftudy, and dotor after the end of five years
more,

The proper times for conferring thefe degrees,
are called the Commencement, which is always
the firft Tuefday in July, when the mafters of arts,
and doétors of all faculties, compleat their degrees
refpectively ; and the whole time of Lent, in which
the bachelors of arts compleat theirs, (if found
qualified:) the examination ufually begins on
the Monday fe’nnight after the Epiphany, and ends
on the day after the fecond tripos. The bache-
lors in divinity compleat their degrees on the ele-
venth of June. The nobility, which includes ba-
ronets, as fuch, are intitled to degrees, without
waiting the ftatutable time.

We fhall next give a fhort account of the pub-
lic buildings, &c.

A3 Tug
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o A DESCRIPTION OF THE

Tue SENATE-HOUSE

Senate- Is fituate in the middle of the town, and forms

houfe.  the north fide of an intended quadrangle, as the
fchools and public library do the weft; and on
the fouth another building is defigned of the like
form, directly oppofite to the fenate-houfe, in which
are to be the confiftory, regiftrar’s office, &c. and
St. Mary’s church ftands on the eaft fide of the
fquare, but feparated by the ftreet. The fenate-
houfe is a magnificent and elegant building of the
Corinthian order, built by James Gibbs, the
architect of the new building at King’s college.
The foundation was laid June 22, 1722. The
outfide is of Portland ftone, adorned with pilafters,
between a double row of fath windows, and a ftone
baluftrade furrounding the top. In the middle of
the grand front, on the fouth, is a magnificent tri-
angular pediment fupported by four fluted columns,
the capitals beautifully carved : and at the eaft end
ts another pediment fupported by the like number
of fluted columns, which is the ufual entrance at
prefent. Within it is ornamented with wainfcot
and gallerics, which are of Norway oak, and beau-
tifully carved. 'The gallery at the eaft end is fup-
ported by fluted cclumns, and the cieling adorned
with ftucco work. This is allowed to be the moft
fuperb room in England, being 101 feet long, 42
broad, and 32 high; and the gallery is fuppofed
cupable of holding 1100 perfons. There is a
fine {tatue of King George I. by Ryfbrack, in the
middle of the north fide, with the following in.
criptions,  On the front:

GEORGIO
Optimo Principi,
Magna Britannie Regi,
Ob
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8 A DESCRIPTION OF THE

Out of the great Devotion
iFith which he reverenced the King,
/nd the fingular Love
With which be cherifbed the Univerfity,
Gave orders for the Statue, which the Senate
Had decreed, to be made of marble
At bis own expence.,

On the right:

CAROLUS Filius
Vicecomes Townfhend,
Virtutum aque ac Honorum
Paternorum Heres,
Statuam,

Quam Pater Morte fubita abreptues
Impegeﬁam religuerat,

erficiendam,
Atque in hoc ornatiffimo
Academie Loco collocandam
Curavit,

CHARLES his Son,
Lord Vifecount Townfhend,
Lqually the Heir of bis Father’s
Virtues and Honours,

Took care to have the Statue,
Which bis Father from fudden Death
Left unfinifbed,

3’0 be compleated and placed
n this moft confpicuous [pot

Of the Unif'zi’r/ity. #

On the fouth fide, and oppofite to it, is another

ftatue of King George II. by Wilton: on the
front of the pedeftal is the following infcription;

GEORGIO

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108000659
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00065-9 - A Concise and Accurate Description of the University,

Town, and County of Cambridge
Anonymous

Excerpt

More information

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

G EORGIQ Secunds
Patrono fuo, optime merents,
Semper Venerands ;

Quod volenti Populo,
Fuftiffime bumanifime,

In Pace & in Bello
Feliciter imperavit
Quod Academiam Cantabrigienfem
Fovity auxity ornavit;
Hane Statuam,
Lternum, faxit Deus, Monumentum
Grati animi in Regem,
Pictatis in Patriam,
Amuris in dcademiam,

Suis Sumpsibus, poni curavity
Thamas Holles,

Dusx de Newoafile,
HAcademie Cancellarius,

4. D, 1766.

oG EORGEIL
His mofl deferving
And nigft refpefled Patron;

For having governed a willing People,
With the greateft “Fuflice, Humanity and Succej
Both in Peace and War
For having cherifhed, augmented and adorned,
The Univerfity of Gambridge ;

This Statue,

May it pleafe God to let 1t fland,

As a Monument of bis Gratitude to the King,
Of bis dutiful Affection to the Country
And of Love to the Univerfity,
1Vas erefled.at the Care and expence of

Thomas Holles,
Duke of Newaafile,
The Chancsllor of the Univerfity
1766.

At
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE

At the eaft end, on each fide the entrance, are
two more: that on the left hand reprefents the
duke of Somerfet, in the Vandyke tafte, by
Ryfbrack. It exhibits a noble figure of the duke
in the younger part of his life, raifed on a {quare
peceftal, with the enfign of the order of the gar-
ter, leaning in an cafv pofture on his left arm, and
holding out a roll in his right hand. The whole
piece has a very graceful and majeftic look, is ex-
tremely well executed, and does honour to the ar-
titt, ‘The following infcription is on the front of

the pedeftal:
CAROLO
Duci Somerfetenfi
Strenuo juris Academici Defenfori
Acerrimo Libertatis Publice vindici
Statuam
Lectiffimarum Matronarum Munus
L. M. ponendam decrevit
Academia Cantabrigienfis
Quam Prefidio fue munivit
Auxit Munificentia
Per annos plus fexaginta
Cancellariys.

7o CHARLES
Duke of Somerfet,
A firenuous Defender of the Rights of the Univer/uty,
A moft zealous 7jz’ﬁrtor of Public Liberty,

his Statue,
The Gift of two choice Ladies,
Has moft willingly eretted
By the Univerfity of Cambridge,
bich he as Chancellor
Had proteied by bis Patronage,
And augmented by bis Munificence,
During more than fixty Years.
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