
Cambridge
The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already 
been home to Britons, Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries. 
Cambridge University was founded soon afterwards and celebrates its 
octocentenary in 2009. This series explores the history and influence 
of Cambridge as a centre of science, learning, and discovery, its 
contributions to national and global politics and culture, and its 
inevitable controversies and scandals. 

Early Collegiate Life
First published in 1913, John Venn’s collection of writings describes 
college life in the early days of the University of Cambridge. Venn, a 
leading British logician and moral scientist, was president of Gonville 
& Caius College, and had been a student at Cambridge in the 1850s. 
This volume of ‘reminiscences of a reading man’ contains articles he 
contributed to the college magazine, The Caian and speeches and 
addresses given at College Chapel and Hall. These are interspersed 
with letters written by seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Cambridge 
scholars, and embedded in a commentary that provides additional 
insights into student life and university politics. He also includes, as an 
appendix, ‘College Life and Ways Sixty Years Ago’, recounting his own 
student experiences. Ranging from the Elizabethan to the Victorian 
era, Early Collegiate Life offers an honest and delightful glimpse into 
the daily lives of Cambridge scholars of the past.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing 
of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints 
of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could 
not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of 
books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the 
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content 
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give 
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high 
quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. 
The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will 
remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple 
copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books 
of enduring scholarly value across a wide range of disciplines in the 
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated. 
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