
Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts 
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world 
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and 
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought 
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of 
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This 
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of 
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion 
and science. 

The Religious Aspect of Evolution
The Scottish scholar James McCosh ( 1811-94) was a champion of the Free 
church, a successful and much-published philosophy professor at Belfast for 
16 years, and an energetic and innovative President of Princeton University 
from 1868 to 1888. The Religious Aspect of Evolution was published in 
1888, and this second edition from 1890 took account of A. R. Wallace’s 
latest work, Darwinism (1889, also reissued in this series). McCosh, who 
already in Ireland had developed a ‘theory of the universe conditioned 
by Christian revelation’ was one of very few clergymen in America who 
defended evolutionary theory and insisted that, if properly understood, far 
from denying the existence of God it increased the reader’s wonder at the 
mystery of creation. He impressed upon his students that while there seemed 
to be great truth in Darwin’s theory, there was also error in the common 
expositions surrounding it, and that the work of the coming age must be to 
separate the truth from the error. In doing so, McCosh claimed, illustrations 
of God’s existence would be found as it relates to the origins of species, thus 
enabling scholars to follow and even embrace science while also retaining 
their faith in the Bible.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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