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. . .he left her alone in the glorious room, among the 
shining antique marbles. She sat down in the centre of 
the circle of these presences, regarding them vaguely, 
resting her eyes on their beautiful blank faces; listening, 
as it were, to their eternal silence. It is impossible, in 
Rome at least, to look long at a great company of Greek 
sculptures without feeling the effect of their noble 
quietude; which, as with a high door closed for the 
ceremony, slowly drops on the spirit the large white 
mantle of peace . . . . 

HENRY JAMES 
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