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a history of humanitarian intervention

The question of ‘humanitarian intervention’ has been a staple of international law for
around 200 years, with a renewed interest in the history of the subject emerging in the
last twenty years. This book provides a chronological account of the evolution of the
discussion and uncovers the fictional narrative provided by international lawyers to
support their conclusions on the subject, from justifications and arguments for ‘humani-
tarian intervention’, the misrepresentation of Great Power involvement in the Greek War
of Independence in 1827, to the ‘humanitarian intervention that never was’, India’s war
with Pakistan in 1971. Relying on a variety of sources, some of them made available in
English for the first time, the book provides an undogmatic, alternative history of the
fight for the protection of human rights in international law.

mark swatek-evenstein is a scholar and lawyer specialising in criminal law, immi-
gration, and refugee law. He is a member of the International Network of Genocide
Scholars and has taught courses on ‘The Holocaust and The Law’. His current research
focuses on the minority experience in international law.
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Because night has fallen and the barbarians haven’t come.

And some of our men just in from the border say there are no
barbarians any longer.

Now what’s going to happen to us without barbarians?

Those people were a kind of solution.
(C. P. Cavafy, Waiting for the Barbarians)
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