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N O T E  O N  T H E  AU T H O R

John Maynard Keynes was born in Cambridge in , son of John Neville 

Keynes, later registrary of the university; his mother was one of the earliest 

women students.  Educated at Eton and King’s, he passed into the Civil 

Service in , working for over two years in the India Office. He returned 

to Cambridge in , became a Fellow of King’s in  and remained so 

until his death.  

His first entry into public affairs came with his membership of the Royal 

Commission on Indian Finance and Currency of . Soon after the 

outbreak of war in  he was called to the Treasury. Over the next four 

years his ability and his immense capacity for work took him to the top.  By 

 he was principal Treasury representative at the Peace Conference at 

Versailles. His passionate disagreement with decisions regarding reparations 

led to his resignation and the writing of The Economic Consequences of the 

Peace. From then on, Keynes was a national figure, in the centre of every 

economic argument and the author of countless ‘Keynes plans’ to solve one 

problem after another.

In  he published the most provocative book written by any economist 

of his generation. The General Theory, as it is known to all economists, cut 

through all the Gordian knots of pre-Keynesian discussion of the trade 

cycle and propounded a new approach to the determination of the level of 

economic activity, the problems of employment and unemployment, the 

causes of inflation, the strategies of budgetary policy. Argument about the 

book continued until his death in  and still continues today.  
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JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES

Managing Editors:

Professor Austin Robinson and Professor Donald Moggridge

John Maynard Keynes (–) was without doubt one of the most influ-

ential thinkers of the twentieth century. His work revolutionised the theory

and practice of modern economics. It has had a profound impact on the

way economics is taught and written, and on economic policy, around the

world. The Collected Writings of John Maynard Keynes, published in full in

electronic and paperback format for the first time, makes available in thirty

volumes all of Keynes’s published books and articles. This includes writings

from his time in the India Office and Treasury, correspondence in which he

developed his ideas in discussion with fellow economists and correspondence

relating to public affairs. Arguments about Keynes’s work have continued

long beyond his lifetime, but his ideas remain central to any understanding of

modern economics, and a point of departure from which each new generation

of economists draws inspiration.

This volume marks the completion of the Royal Economic Society’s edition

of the Collected Writings. The general index to the edition is designed to allow

those interested in the development of Keynes’s thought, and those interested

in the history of economic thought more generally, to trace the development

of his ideas throughout his career. The bibliography to the edition records

all the writings of Keynes published not only in English but also in transla-

tion. It provides an indication of the process by which Keynes’s writings were

disseminated throughout the world. In addition, this volume includes an edi-

torial introduction describing the principles of selection used by the editors,

as well as a few items that escaped them in the preparation of earlier volumes.

This volume is an essential tool for the effective use of the material in the

twenty-nine other volumes of this edition.
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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