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Celtic, 64, 65, 66, 67,78,82,87,103,
105, 106, 239, 240
church, 112
loanwords in English, 106
Central French, 151, 158, 160, 175
centring diphthongs, 10, 226, 248, 274
change of meaning. See semantic
change
changes in pronunciation, 41, 42, 44,
46,51,57,162,163,201, 211,
223,273
recent English, 277
Chaucer, Geoffrey, 140, 143, 152, 155,
159,160, 169,170,172, 174,
177,179,181,183,195, 196,
197,201, 204, 206, 207
Childe, V. Gordon, 82
Chinese, 19, 26,27, 53, 244
loanwords from, 231
Chomsky, Noam, 29
Christianity, 112
vocabulary of, 129
clause, 23,27,37,126,218

Index 299
main, 23
relative, 23, 28, 134, 181,
198,218

subordinate, 23,37, 171, 174

Cobbett, William, 218

cognates, 71, 72,73,75

Cole, Elisha, 216

Colet, John, 187

colonization, 137, 240, 257

combinative changes, 60, 122, 226

compounding, 129, 192,193, 232,
234,258,270

conjunctions, 20, 37, 143,195
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heathen gods. See pre-Christian deities Irish English, 224, 262
Hebrew, 52, 53 IsiXhosa, 242
Henryson, Robert, 182, 183 IsiZulu, 241
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hierarchy in language, 22, 23, 24 isolating languages, 27
Higden, Ranulf, 152, 153 Italian, 13, 32, 39,51, 75,116
High German, 90 loanwords from, 191, 230, 231,
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Question Intonation Italic languages, 54, 65
Hindi, 64, 231, 242, 246, 259, 276 i-umlaut. See front mutation
Hittite, 66, 77,97 Ivanov, V. V,, 83,97
Hong Kong, 240, 243, 244
humanists, 185 Jamaica, 240, 245, 251, 261
Hume, David, 184 Jamaican Creole, 261, 262, 263
Hungarian, 53 Japanese, 53, 260, 271
John of Trevisa, 152, 153
Icelandic, 32, 76, 87 Johnson, Samuel, 216, 221
Igbo, 54, 243, 263 Jones, Daniel, 224
i-mutation. See front mutation Jonson, Ben, 190, 217
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indefinite article, 176, 255
India, 17, 53, 62, 63, 64, 77, 84, Kentum languages, 68
242,243,244, 246, 253, 255, King Alfred, 109, 125,126,127, 128,
259 129,138, 148
Indian English, 253, 256 King Cnut, 140
Indian languages, 9, 231 King Henry III, 151
Indo-European homeland, 82, 83, 84 King Henry IV, 153
Indo-European languages, 57-76, 78, King James I, 184
82,83,84,91,93,95,102,103 King John, 151
Indo-Europeans, 76—8 King Stephen, 173
Indo-Iranian languages, 64 King William I, 109
Industrial Revolution, 154, 218, 236, koing, 55-6
239 Kurdish, 64
inflectional languages. See flectional Kurgan culture, 83—4
languages
inflections, 26, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, Langland, William, 155
121, 124, 140, 143, 150, 167, language families, 48-54, 57, 69, 70,
168,170,171,174,175,193, 71,76
234, 255,262,271 language types, 26-9
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inkhorn terms, 189-90, 192 larynx, 2
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Late Modern English, 211-38
phonology, 223-8
spelling, 215
verb system, 221-3
vocabulary, 229-37
Late Old English, 38, 118, 159, 164,
167,170,171,179, 182
lateral consonants, 8, 249
Latin, 21, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 34, 46,
50, 51, 54,56, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65,
68,75,78,79,80,81,91,92,93,
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187-89, 189, 190, 229, 230,
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Lavoisier, Antoine, 229
levelling, 40, 265, 267, 268
Lever, Ralph, 188
lexical sets, 21-2
lexical words, 20, 61
lexicon. See vocabulary
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linguistic change, 32—48
mechanisms of, 38-48
linguistic universals, 29
Linnaeus, Carolus, 229
lip-rounding, 5,42,99, 115,118,
251
Lithuanian, 63, 66, 68,98
loanwords, 61, 79, 83, 143, 150, 163,
177,179,182,193
in Early Modern English, 191-2
in Late Modern English, 229-32
in Middle English, 155-60
in Old English, 106, 129
in present-day English, 271
in Proto-Germanic, 1034
London English, 155, 209, 210
loss of word-final phonemes, 42, 176,
177,205
loss of words, 79
Low German, 90
Lowth, Robert, 218
Lydgate, John, 183

Malagasy, 231
Malay, 231, 244, 260
Malayo-Polynesian languages, 54
Maori, 257
Maori English, 242
Martinet, André, 45
meaning, changes of. See semantic
change
metathesis, 43
Middle English, 22, 34, 38, 42,47, 55,
60,97,113,119, 120, 126, 134,
135,141, 142, 143, 154, 155,
161-84, 187,188,190, 191,
192,196, 199, 200, 203, 204,
205, 206, 207,208, 212, 213,
214,224,225,233,234,273
dialects of, 146-50
French loanwords in, 155-60
morphology, 167-70
phonology, 163-7
spelling, 161-3
syntax, 170-3
verb system, 171-3
vocabulary, 33, 150, 155-60, 175,
179,182
Middle Scots, 154, 181-4
Milton, John, 186, 191
Milton Keynes, 40, 267
Mitanni, 77
Modern English, 38,91, 92, 234,271
Mongol, 53
More, Sir Thomas, 186
morphemes, 19, 26, 27, 230, 270
morphology, 27, 46, 51, 60, 63, 67,
212
Middle English, 167-70
0Old English, 123-6
morphology: words and morphemes,
19-21
Mulcaster, Richard, 189

nasal consonants, 30, 149, 248

nasal vowels, 4, 29, 44

nationalism, 188

negation, 127,193,199, 201, 219,
262

New Zealand English, 40, 251

Newton, Sir Isaac, 185

Ngugi wa Thiong’o, 247

Niger-Congo languages, 54, 66
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Nigeria, 240, 243, 244, 253, 255, 260

Nigerian English, 252, 253

Nigerian pidgin, 246, 263, 264

non-rhotic accents, 224, 242, 248, 251

Norman Conquest, 34, 35, 36, 61,
107,118, 144-6, 153,161,192,
239

Norman French, 109, 151, 158, 161,
175,234

North American English, 247, 248,
251. See also American English

North Germanic, 87, 88

Northern English, 6, 10, 69, 142, 143,
148,150, 165,179, 180, 205,
207,236,254

Norwegian, 60, 85, 87, 138

noun phrase, 23, 24, 28, 34, 127

noun plurals, 47, 168, 182,195,277,
278

nouns, 19, 20, 26, 36,92,93, 123,
124,128,143,157,167, 168,
169,172,175,189,192,193,
232,234, 235,236, 255, 256,
262,277

object, direct. See direct object
Okot p'Bitek, 247
Old English, 22, 28, 34, 38,43, 46,47,
57,58,59,60,62,63,68,71,79,
80, 82,90,91, 94, 95, 96, 98,
99,100, 102, 103, 104, 105-36,
137,138, 140, 141, 142, 143,
148,149, 154, 155,156, 159,
160, 161,162,163, 164, 166,
167,168,170,171,172,173,
174,175,176,177, 180, 200,
205,212,232,233,234
dialects, 109-11, 122
morphology, 123-6
phonology, 120-3
pronunciation, 114-20
script, 112—-13
syntax, 126-8
vocabulary, 128-9
Old French, 137,157,158,175, 176,
190, 236
0Old High German, 58, 59, 60, 90,91
0ld Icelandic, 31, 88, 90
Old Iranian, 68
Old Irish, 64, 65, 68
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Old Norse, 58, 59, 60, 72, 88, 90, 91,
100, 104, 120, 137, 138, 140,
141, 142, 143, 144, 150, 167,
175,180, 183

0ld Saxon, 90, 100, 142

0ld Slavonic, 68, 98

0ld Swedish, 59, 90

outer circle, 242, 243, 252, 253

pagan gods. See pre-Christian deities
paganism, 112
palatalization, 118, 140
Papuan languages, 54
Pashto, 64
passive, 221, 270, 279
in Celtic and Italic, 64
in Middle English, 172
in Old English, 125
in Proto-Germanic, 95, 124
perfect tenses, 34, 125,172,181, 183,
198,221,222,262,264
Persian, 63, 64,271
personal pronouns, 19, 20, 37, 94,
134, 143, 150, 193, 207, 220
Peterborough Chronicle, 173, 180
phonemes, 16, 38, 39,43, 44, 45, 63,
99,117,118,162,163, 164,
203, 205, 206, 226, 247, 248,
249,250, 251, 252,253, 261
phonemic transcription, 16, 248
phonetic symbols, 9-12, 38, 120
phonetic transcription, 16
phonology, 63, 68, 88, 148, 182
Australian, New Zealand and South
African Englishes, 250-1
Early Modern English, 201-8
Late Modern English, 223-8
Middle English, 163-7
North American English, 250
Old English, 120-3
outer-circle varieties, 253
of pidgins and creoles, 261
Proto-Germanic, 96-102
West Indian Englishes, 251
phrase, 23
pidgins, 244, 245, 246, 247, 2604
place-names, 60, 78, 106, 112, 138,
139, 180, 257
plosive consonants, 8
polysynthetic languages, 27
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popular etymology, 256, 258
Portuguese, 51, 263
loanwords from, 192, 258, 259, 263
postpositions, 28, 30
pre-Christian deities, 112
predicate, 23
prefixes, 19, 26, 128
Early Modern English, 192, 193
Late Modern English, 232
Old English, 128
recent English, 271
preposition phrases, 23, 28
prepositions, 28, 36,175,179, 218
prescriptiveness, 215, 216, 218, 224
present tense, 94, 101, 121, 124, 133,
222,262
present-day English, 12, 19, 20, 21
Priestley, Joseph, 217
principle of ease, 41
printing, 155, 187, 213
progressive, 221, 222, 255,279
pronouns, 19, 20, 94, 126, 135, 143,
174,179,197, 211, 218, 221,
279
pronunciation, 5, 38, 39, 40, 41, 43,
46,96,102, 155,209, 237, 238,
242,264, 265,268,269, 270,
280
American English, 249-50
Australian English, 251
Canadian English, 249
Early Modern English, 201-8
Indian English, 253
Late Modern English, 223-8
Middle English, 163-7
New Zealand English, 2501
Nigerian English, 252-3
Old English, 114-20
South African English, 250, 251
West Indian, 251
Proto-Germanic, 85, 87, 88,90, 91
inflections, 91-6
phonology, 96-102
vocabulary, 102—4
Proto-Indo-European, 68, 69, 76
vocabulary, 78-82
Proto-Tocharian, 69
Provencal, 51
Public School English, 237-8
Pushtu. See Pashto

questions, 18,127,199, 200, 266

Ramsay, Allan, 184

Received Pronunciation, 5, 7, 9, 10,
11,12,36,60,115,166, 201,
214,223,224,227,228,237-8,
242,243,247, 248, 249, 250,
251,252,253,254, 265,267,
268,269,273,275,280

redundancy, 43,47, 261

Reformation, the, 184, 186

regional speech in Britain, 14, 144,
155, 205, 206, 209, 212, 224,
227,228,236,254,267, 268,
269, 280

regional variation, 164, 242, 248

regulation, 196

related languages, 49, 50, 52, 54, 57

relative clause. See clause: relative

relative pronouns, 23, 34, 181, 193,
197

Renfrew, Colin, 77, 80, 83

rhotic accents, 224

rhythm, 17, 18

Robert of Gloucester, 145, 160

Robertson, William, 184

Romance languages, 51, 66, 90, 129

Romanian, 51

Romansh, 51

Rosten, Leo, 241

runes, 112,113

Russian, 21, 22, 63, 66, 68, 81

Sami, 53
Sanskrit, 62, 63, 64, 68, 79, 80, 81,99
Sardinian, 51
Satem languages, 68, 69
Saxons, 105,107, 108
Scandinavian languages, 59, 87, 88
loanwords from, 91, 144, 148, 150,
175,179,182, 236
scientific vocabulary, 188, 189,
229-31,270
Late Modern English, 229-37
scientific writing, 229
Scotland, 6, 31, 65, 105, 108, 144,
148, 154, 182, 184, 206, 208,
239,268
Scots, 31, 98, 148, 208, 236, 237
Scots English, 224
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script, 64
Middle English, 163
Old English, 34,114, 116
semantic change, 33, 37, 46,47, 133,
142,179, 229,257, 259, 260,
262,263,270,271-3
Semitic languages, 52, 53, 55
semivowels, 6, 7, 9
sentence, 22—4
sentence emphasis, 18, 200
Shakespeare, William, 113, 141, 165,
172,176,190, 193, 195,197,
198,199, 204, 206, 209, 210,
213,219,221,223,234,239
shortening, 235, 258, 270
Singapore, 240, 243, 244, 253, 255
Sinhalese, 64
Sino-Tibetan languages, 53, 66
slang, 235, 237, 259, 265, 266
Slavonic languages, 66
Smith, Adam, 184
social variation, 14, 196, 203, 224,
242,245,267,268,281
sonorant consonants, 8, 9
sound laws, 39, 57
sound system, 15, 42, 44, 59, 60, 63.
See also phonology
South Africa, 240, 241, 242, 258, 266
South African English, 224, 250, 251
Soyinka, Wole, 247
Spanish, 51
loanwords from, 191, 192, 258
speech organs, 2—5
speech sounds, 2, 3,9, 13,15
spelling pronunciations, 214
spellings, 34, 38,43,182, 184
in Early Modern English, 34, 35,
190, 204, 213
in Late Modern English, 215,216
in Middle English, 149, 164
in Old English, 36, 116, 120
standardization of, 213-15
Spenser, Edmund, 186, 195
Sprat, Thomas, 228, 229
Standard English, 110, 154-5, 195,
198,212,223,225,237, 245,
246,251,261, 262,154-5, 268,
269
standard languages, 50, 55, 154, 155
stop consonants, 8, 97
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stress, 10, 17-18, 100, 102, 120, 135,
159,176, 180, 232, 234, 247,
251,253

in Proto-Germanic, 96, 100

stress-timing, 252, 253

strong verbs, 95, 96, 101, 121, 212,
220

stylistic variants, 126, 199, 200, 201

subject, 21, 23

subjunctive

in Early Modern English, 195
in Old English, 36, 124,126, 133
in Proto-Germanic, 94, 124
subordinate clauses, 23, 37
substratum, 40
suffixes, 26, 27
Early Modern English, 192
Late Modern English, 232
in Old English, 128
in present-day English, 19, 271
superfamilies, 54
Swahili, 54, 260
Swedish, 21, 22,42, 53,57, 59, 60, 61,
81, 85,87, 88,90,94, 116, 230
syllables, 7,9, 17, 18
syllable-timing, 253
symbols, 24-5
syntax, 21, 46, 51, 60, 63, 68
Early Modern English, 198-201
Late Modern English, 212
Middle English, 170-3, 181
Old English, 126-8

synthetic languages, 26

system in language, 12-14

Tacitus, 85, 86, 87,90, 103, 105
tag-questions, 256

Tamil, 54, 231, 244

Telegu, 54

Thai, 19, 53

Tibetan, 53

Tocharian, 66, 68, 69, 79, 81
tone languages, 19
tongue-position, 5, 6, 12
Turkish, 21, 26, 27, 28, 53
types of language, 26-9

universals of language, 29-30
Ural-Altaic languages, 53
Urdu, 259
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velar umlaut, 123
Ventris, Michael, 64, 78
verb phrase, 23
verbs, 26, 94, 262, 263
Early Modern English, 198-201
Late Modern English, 212, 221-3
Middle English, 171-3, 174, 181,
182,183
Old English, 124-6, 128
present-day English, 278-9
Proto-Germanic, 95, 96
strong, 95,96, 101, 121, 174, 212,
220
weak, 95,96, 102,121,174, 182
Verner’s Law, 100, 102, 121
Vietnamese, 27
vocabulary, 46, 51, 61, 62, 66, 68,
242,247,258-9,280
American English, 258-9
Early Modern English, 192,193
Late Modern English, 212
Middle English, 33, 150, 155-60,
175,179,182
Old English, 111, 128-9, 143,
144
outer-circle varieties, 260
pidgins and creoles, 263
present-day English, 270-3
Proto-Germanic, 102—4
Proto-Indo-European, 82
scientific, 188, 231
vocal cords, 2—4, 8
vocal organs, 2—6
vocal sounds, 12-17, 26
voice, 3, 4,45
vowel diagram, 5, 6, 12,223,273
vowel lengthening, 182, 226-7,
249, 250
vowel shortening, 204, 205, 233
vowels, 1, 5, 6
long, 6
nasal, 4
short, 6

Wales, 40, 105, 109, 207, 224, 239,
268
Walker, John, 224, 227, 238
Wallis, John, 217
Warrington Academy, 217
weak forms, 94, 207-8
weak verbs, 95-6, 121
Webster, Noah, 219
Welsh, 8, 21, 28, 40, 63, 64, 65, 68,
79,106
Welsh English, 40, 210, 256, 269
West African languages, 245
West African Pidgin, 245, 262
West Germanic, 87, 90, 121
West Indies. See Caribbean
West Saxon, 109-11, 114, 115, 122,
123,142,146, 148, 149, 154,
161,167
wh-questions, 18, 200
William the Conqueror. See King
William I
Wilson, Thomas, 190
Withers, Benjamin, 218
word-classes, 19-21
word-formation, 258-9
Early Modern English, 192-3
Late Modern English, 232-6
Old English, 128-9
present-day English, 270-1
word-order, 27-9, 30, 34, 35,37,92,
199, 200, 262
Early Modern English, 198
Middle English, 171, 174, 181
Old English, 126-7
word-order typology, 27-9
words, 1
word-structure, 19
Wordsworth, William, 239

Yoruba, 19, 54, 243, 263
zero-relative, 197

Zimbabwe, 241
Zulu, 54, 257
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