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Now in its third edition, Human Rights and Social Work explores
how the principles of human rights inform contemporary social
work practice. Both human rights and social work have traditionally
been understood through the lens of an Enlightenment world view.
Jim Ife explores the implications of this Enlightenment heritage for
social work, and the possibilities of ‘post-Enlightenment’ practice,
in a way that is accessible, direct and engaging.

The world has changed significantly since the publication of
the first edition in 2001 and this book is situated firmly within the
context of present-day debates, concerns and crises. It covers the
importance of relating human rights to the non-human world, as
well as the consequences of political and ecological uncertainty.
By examining the evolving nature of human rights, Ife encourages
social workers to apply a human rights framework to their practice.

Featuring examples, further readings and a glossary, this book
enables readers to identify and investigate the important issues
and questions arising from human rights and social work. Now
more than ever, Human Rights and Social Work is an indispensable

resource for students, scholars and practitioners alike.

Emeritus Professor Jim Ife holds adjunct positions at the Centre for
Human Rights Education at Curtin University, Perth, Western
Australia, at the Centre for Citizenship and Human Rights at

Deakin University, and at Victoria University, Melbourne, Victoria.
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About the author

Emeritus Professor Jim Ife holds adjunct positions at the Centre
for Human Rights Education at Curtin University of Technology,
Perth, Western Australia, at the Centre for Citizenship and Human
Rights at Deakin University, and at Victoria University, Melbourne.
He is a former secretary of the Human Rights Commission of the
International Federation of Social Workers and is also a former
president of Amnesty International Australia. Previously, he was
Professor of Social Work and Social Policy at the University of
Western Australia and at Curtin University. His other publications
include Community Development (3rd edition, 2006), Rethinking
Social Work: Towards Critical Practice (1997) and Human Rights
from Below: Human Rights and Community Development (2010).
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For the author of a book to claim that the ideas it contains are all
his/her own is both false and arrogant. Ideas are shared, developed
and reconstructed through a process of continuous dialogue, reading
and collaborative praxis, and any claim to individual ‘ownership’
of such ideas in the form of ‘intellectual property’ is a nonsense.
Simply writing ideas in a book, with its corresponding claim to
ownership and authority, is to privilege the author over others who
have had a major influence in the creative endeavour and is, for
this author at least, a source of some discomfort. Many people
have contributed, often unknowingly, to the ideas in this book
and it would be impossible to acknowledge, or even to remember,
them all. I owe a great deal to many encounters with students,
colleagues and friends in several different universities and in the
wider community.

There are, however, some people to whom I owe a particular
debt of gratitude, who need to be specifically acknowledged. For
the first (2001) edition of this book, Louise Morley made a substan-
tial contribution in her invaluable assistance with library research,
and also through her constructive input, her critical analysis and her
enthusiasm for dialogue. Barbara Black, Amanda Bolleter, Angela
Fielding, Lucy Fiske, Nola Kunnen and Susan Young all read part
or all of the original manuscript and made many helpful comments
and suggestions. I also need to acknowledge the support and friend-
ship of many people associated with the Human Rights Commis-
sion of the International Federation of Social Workers, especially
Terry Bamford, Imelda Dodds, Elis Envall, Tom Johannesen, and
most particularly the inspirational Evelyn Balais Serrano. My long
association with Amnesty International and more recently with
Borderlands Cooperative, and with my many friends from within
both organisations, also played a major role in stimulating my think-

ing about human rights. ix
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There were a number of changes to the revised edition (2008)
and subsequently to this edition, brought about by a continuing
engagement with issues related to human rights, principally at the
Centre for Human Rights Education at Curtin University, where it
was my privilege to work from 2003 to 2006. I owe particular debts
of gratitude to Linda Briskman, Lucy Fiske, Riccardo Baldissone and
Rafig Khan for ongoing dialogue. More recently, since moving to
Melbourne, my colleague and friend Jacques Boulet at Borderlands
Cooperative has been particularly important as a source of inspira-
tion and ideas, and I have very much valued his dialogical friend-
ship. As well as these people, many other students and colleagues
at Curtin University and the University of Western Australia, and
more recently at RMIT University and Victoria University, have
provided me with stimulating work environments in which these
ideas could be developed. The staff at Cambridge University Press
have been consistently supportive of this project throughout all
three editions of the book.

Most of this book was originally written during a period of study
leave at the University of British Columbia in 2000, and special
thanks are due to Graham Riches and his colleagues at the School of
Social Work and Family Studies for providing me with an excellent
study leave environment, and for their collegial support. Particular
thanks must also go to the residents of St John’s College at UBC for
their friendship and interest in my work, for creating a marvellous
climate for sustained writing, and for some magnificent hikes in the
mountains of coastal British Columbia. I cannot think of a better
environment in which to write a book.

My wife, Sonia Tascon, with whom I share every aspect of my
life, has been an ongoing source not only of love and support, but
also of intellectual stimulation and encouragement. She has played
a very important role in creating this new edition.

This book is dedicated to the people of Ermera and Gleno in
East Timor, who in August 1999 taught me about human rights.
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