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ity, and are organized thematically on the topics of God, Practice, Christ, 

Community, Reading, and Creation. The series expands the pool of source 

material to include not only Greek and Latin writings, but also Syriac 

and Coptic texts. Additionally, the series rejects a theologically norma-

tive view by juxtaposing texts that were important in antiquity but later 

deemed  “heretical” with orthodox texts. The translations are accompanied 

by  introductions, notes, suggestions for further reading, and scriptural 

 indices. The third volume focuses on early Christian re�ection on Christ 

as God incarnate from the rst century to ca. 450 ce. It will be an invalua-

ble resource for students and academic researchers in early  Christian stud-

ies, history of Christianity, theology and religious studies, and late antique 

 Roman history.
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Note on the Texts and Translations

Our translations have been produced in consultation with published edi-

tions and, in some cases, with manuscripts. Bibliographical information for 

the editions used can be found in the introduction to each translated text. 

The numeration of each work follows that of the editions from which we 

have translated. Numbers in the text with no surrounding brackets indi-

cate chapter or paragraph divisions. In the case of texts with subdivisions 

or multiple numbering systems, the major chapter division is indicated in 

bold, followed by the subdivision in regular type with a full stop. Where 

bracketed numbers in bold appear, these indicate page numbers in a print-

ed edition or folio numbers in a manuscript codex.

When a text quotes earlier material, references are provided in the notes 

with the following format: rst, the series and number within the series or 

the abbreviation used for the critical edition, followed by a colon; then, the 

page number of the edition and, after a comma, the line numbers (if any); 

and nally the editor’s name. For example, if Basil of Caesarea’s Against 

Eunomius 1.12 were to be quoted, the reference would be: Basil of Caesar-

ea, Against Eunomius 1.12, 32–35 (SChr 299: 214 Sesboüé). In some cases, 

as in this example, the line numbering in the critical edition is tied to the 

subdivisions of the work itself, not to the pages of the edition.

Psalms are cited according to the Septuagint numbering and versica-

tion, with the numbering of the Masoretic text in parenthesis. Note that in 

many English translations of the Psalms, the versication differs from the 

Septuagint and Masoretic text because the psalm heading is not included 

in the verse numbering.

All dates in the volume are ce unless otherwise noted.

The following conventions are used in the translations:

[] Editorial supplement within a text by the translator to improve 

the sense

<…> Lacuna within a text

<aaa> Conjectural emendation by the text’s editor to ll a lacuna
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*

* * Transition from one document or major section to another

* * * Intentional omission of material from the translation
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Series Introduction

The literary legacy of the early Christians is vast and spans multiple 

 linguistic traditions. Early Christians used the written word in many 

ways: they sent letters, staged dialogues, reported revelations, gave ad-

vice,  defended themselves, accused others, preached homilies, wrote his-

tories, sang hymns, hammered out creeds, interpreted texts, and legislated 

 penances – just to list the most common examples. They did these things 

in Greek, Latin, Syriac, and Coptic; while countless Christians would have 

used other languages, such as Armenian, these four are the medium of the 

vast majority of our surviving texts. For each text that has survived, there is 

a unique story. Some became part of educational curricula for Christians in 

medieval Byzantium, Basra, and Bologna; some were recited or sung litur-

gically; some were read in private devotions; some lay at the core of later 

theological debates such as the European Reformations in the sixteenth 

century or the Ressourcement movement in twentieth-century Catholi-

cism; some suffered a literary death, being buried in the sands of Egypt 

only to be discovered again, quite by accident, in the past century. The 

question of how these works have been received over the centuries is un-

doubtedly important, but their later interpreters and interpretations ought 

not to overshadow their original signicance and context.

The Cambridge Edition of Early Christian Writings offers a  representative 

sample of this diverse literature in seven thematic volumes: God, Practice, 

Christ: Through the Nestorian Controversy, Christ: Chalcedon and Beyond, 

 Creation, Community, and Reading. While no series of this kind can be 

 comprehensive, these themes allow the reader to understand early Chris-

tianity in its full intellectual, practical, ritual, and communal diversity. The 

theme and the selection of texts are thoroughly discussed in each volume’s 

respective introduction, but certain principles have guided the construction 

of all seven volumes. Our goal has been neither to narrate the establish-

ment of orthodox or normative Christianity as this has been traditionally 

understood nor to champion its replacement by another form of Christi-

anity. Instead, we have opted to let each text speak with its own  historical 
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xix

voice and authority, while aiming to expand the number and range of early 

Christian texts available to English speakers. Because of this, many of these 

texts are translated into English here for the rst time, while all others have 

been translated anew. We have combined magisterial works with neglected 

ones in order to show the diversity and interconnectedness of Christian-

ity in its formative period. We are neither reproducing a canon of clas-

sics nor creating a new one. We make no claims that the included works 

are aesthetically or intellectually superior to other texts we have excluded. 

Some well-known classics have been omitted for simply that reason: they 

are readily accessible and widely read. Others are too lengthy and do not 

bear excerpting well. In some cases, we have judged that attention to a sin-

gle work by an author has led to an unfortunate neglect of other works of 

equal or greater value by the same author. In such cases, we are taking the 

opportunity to cast our spotlight on the latter. In sum, by no means have 

we felt constrained by previous lists of “must-reads” in our own selections.

We have sought to produce translations that are literal – faithful to the 

original language’s meaning and, when possible, syntax. If a meaningful 

term appears in the original language, we have aimed to capture it in the 

translation. At the same time, we have aimed to produce intelligible and 

attractive English prose. At times the two goals have con�icted and pru-

dential judgments have been made; as part of a team of translators, we are 

fortunate that we have not had to make such decisions alone. Every trans-

lation that appears in our volumes has gone through a rigorous multi-stage 

editorial process to ensure accuracy as well as readability. We hope that this 

painstaking collaborative process ensures the reliability and consistency of 

our translations. As a team, we have come to see the value – and indeed 

the necessity – of such collaborative work for the academic study of early 

Christianity’s rich library of texts.

Andrew Radde-Gallwitz

Mark DelCogliano

Ellen Muehlberger

Bradley K. Storin

www.cambridge.org/9781107693326
www.cambridge.org

