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PREFACE

So far as possible, I have reproduced the
metrical variations of the original Ballads, and
striven in general rather for literal accuracy than
poetical effect.

All proper names are to be pronounced after
the Danish fashion—with the one exception of
“Sir Klaus Krummerdike ” (“ Niels Ebbeson,”
Revised Conclusion, v. 46)—a lapse which, from
a sorely-tried rhymester’s point of view, surely
deserves rather mercy than judgment.

The Burdens should, of course, be repeated
with each verse, but, for convenience’ sake, I have
followed the modern custom in placing them only
at beginning and end of the Ballads.

I am deeply indebted to the late Dr. Axel
Olrik, who gave me invaluable criticism on my
work as a translator. His Introduction to Danske
Folkeviser i Udvalg (Copenhagen) is indispens-
able to the student. To his literary executors,
Hr. Hans Ellekilde and Freken 1. Falbe Hansson,
I am indebted for leave to make use of some of
his ballad-versions.

My thanks are due also to Messrs. Andrew
Melrose, Ltd., by whose courtesy 1 am enabled to
reprint many translations previously published.

E. M. SmrtH-DaMPIER.

London, 1920.
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