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  Preface   

 Th ere has been an exponential increase in the amount of knowledge expected of physicians. 
Th is increase in required knowledge has especially occurred in subspecialty areas such as 
pediatric anesthesiology. Novice learners fi nd it very challenging to correctly identify the 
essential topics to master. Advanced learners fi nd it equally challenging to rapidly acquire 
vital facts. Furthermore, many learners feel that the ideal format for review is not the same 
as for initial exposure to a topic. 

 A signifi cant portion of providing anesthesia care in pediatric anesthesiology is focused 
around risk identifi cation, early detection, and immediate management of critical incidents. 
None of the previously available books in pediatric anesthesiology provide a mixture of 
essential topics and can also act as a bedside reference to manage a critical incident. Th is was 
the main driving force for the creation of the  Handbook of Critical Incidents and Essential 
Topics in Pediatric Anesthesiology . 

  Handbook of Critical Incidents and Essential Topics in Pediatric Anesthesiology  is the fi rst 
book written by practicing full-time pediatric anesthesiologists that will provide the reader 
with a bedside reference for the management of critical incidents and an eff ective approach 
for mastering the key topics within pediatric anesthesiology. Th e purpose of this book was 
to develop a two-step approach for providing a focused reference to the essential topics and 
the most commonly encountered critical incidents within pediatric anesthesiology. 

 Th e fi rst main section of  Handbook of Critical Incidents and Essential Topics in Pediatric 
Anesthesiology  consists of the Critical Incidents section related to the anesthetic manage-
ment of pediatric patients. Th e Critical Incidents are listed in alphabetical order to allow 
rapid identifi cation by the reader. Seventy of the most common critical incidents in pediat-
ric anesthesiology are presented in a standardized format consisting of presentation, diff er-
ential diagnosis, risk factors, management and prevention, which should aid the reader in 
the quick and accurate management of patients while also improving the safety for future 
patients. Th e second main section of the book contains Essential Topics in a focused and 
very effi  cient review format. Th e 100 most common issues in pediatric anesthesiology are 
presented in a condensed format, identifying key facts for the novice reader and also provid-
ing a quick reference review for the experienced clinician. 

 We truly hope that you will be able to incorporate this book into your practice to more 
eff ectively care for your patients while also promoting life-long learning. 

 David A. Young 
 Olutoyin A. Olutoye  
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xxi

  Medicine is an ever-changing fi eld. New research and clinical experiences may result in 
changes to treatment and drug therapy. All readers are advised to check the most current 
product information provided by the drug manufacturer of each drug to be administered 
to verify the recommended indications, dose, duration of administration, and contraindi-
cations. It is the responsibility of the treating physician, relying on experience, judgment, 
and knowledge of the specifi c patient, to determine the best treatment for each individual 
patient. Neither the publisher, editors, nor contributors assume any liability for any injury 
and/or damage to persons or property arising from this publication.  
    

  Legal disclaimer   
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