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It is hard to think of a more foundational legal subject than contract law. Most forms of legal
practice involve advising on issues or disputes involving contracts — which is precisely why it is
a compulsory area of study in any law degree (and often business degrees as well). But more
than that, contracts are central to modern life. For most of us, they provide a framework for
earning a living, operating a bank account, accessing the internet, buying daily essentials, and
so much more besides.

For all three of us, thinking, writing, talking and advising about this fundamental topic has
been a central part of our academic and professional lives. The urge to write this book was
born out of a belief that it was possible to produce a relatively concise and practically focused
account of the Australian law of contract, and at the same time explore the critical issues in the
field that so fascinate us as teachers and scholars. Our aim has been to write a high quality,
topical and accessible book that provides insights into current controversies and a wealth of
further references for those who wish to dig deeper. It is a work that, we hope, is firmly
grounded in the law, practice and policy issues of today, while still explaining the historical
evolution of the subject. The text incorporates developments up to September 2018, although a
few later references are also included.

There are always many people to thank on a project of this scale. We have received
research assistance and feedback from a number of colleagues and students, including (in
alphabetical order) Ryan Catterwell, Jordan Curtis, John Eldridge, Daniel Gambitsis, Mark
Giancaspro, Ross Grantham, Philip Rocconi, Shauna Roeger, Jessica Viven-Wilksch and Alex
Wawryk. We are also grateful for the helpful comments provided by the anonymous reviewers
engaged by the publisher to look over our draft chapters. Nina Sharpe was instrumental in
commissioning the book, while Lucy Russell has shown wonderful patience in shepherding it
through to completion and been an unfailing source of both encouragement and support. We
have also appreciated Ellie Gleeson’s expert editing, and Jodie Fitzsimmons’ help in getting the
book to press. But, most of all, we would like to thank our nearest and dearest, who as always
have had to put up with some distracted and frantic authors!

Andrew Stewart
Warren Swain
Karen Fairweather
December 2018
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